COMMODORE 
GOMPUTER 
USERS 
@ROUP 
©@LD Inc. 


| Resistered by Australia Post 
Publication No. QBG 3958 


~, 
t 


Ped 
of 


fs, 
Figg 
nan Sa 
z 


A 


ROO 0 On On es 


See Page : 
4¥or 
Meeting 
Changes 


Cit Bit ie 


Next Meeting - Tuesday 6th April 
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AMIGA COORDINATOR: 

Robert Googe Ph.288 8863 

C-64/128 COORDINATOR: 

Doug Maclurkin Ph. 350 4034 
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Rod Watson Ph. 857 6131 

C64/128 LIBRARIAN 

Scott Roseboom Ph. (074) 48 5845 


C64/128 AGENDA SECRETARY 
Vic Mobbs Ph. (074) 923 205 
Mailing Address: 
The Secretary 
C.C.U.G.(Q). Inc. 
P.O. Box 274 
SPRINGWOOD QLD 4127 


B. B. S.: (07) 300 6356 & 300 6357 


SYSOP: 


Richard Carde Voice:Ph. 300 6315 


The BBS is part of the FidoNet (Node No. 
3: 640/304), and AmigaNet (Node No 
41:400/304) Network it can be accessed 
by members at 300 - 9600 bps, using 8 
data bits, 1 stop bit and no parity. 


Opinions expressed in CURSOR articles 
are those of the Author(s), and not 
necessarily those of the C.C.U.G.(QLD) 
Inc. or the Editor. Permission for reprinting 
by other Computer Users Groups is 
granted, provided that both the source and 
author are acknowledged . 
Commercial Advertising Rate: 
$40.00 per full page, per issue 
$25.00 per half page, per issue 
This rate is for camera-ready A-5 pages. 
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The next meeting will be held on 
Tuesday April 6th at 7pm 
Bardon Professional Development Ctre. 
390 Simpsons Road 
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Entrance via the Centre's Carpark in Carwoojq 
Street. (ample parking available) Parking is nor 
permitted in the Centre’s grounds. 


WORKSHOP MEETING 


The next workshop meeting will be helq 
on 16th April (12 - 4pm) 
Ithaca R.S.L. Hall 
Cnr Nash & Elizabeth Streets 
ROSALIE 
Workshops are for members so bring card or 
join at door. Bring your own equipment, help 
available for beginners. Free PD Copying and 
Disk and accessory sales. 
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Phil Guerney 


I said last month that, after 3 days of 
use, my new A1200 was fine. Well it 
indeed seemed so. However it took me 
until the seventh day to be able to buy 
the adapter which allows you to 
connect the Amiga video output to a 
multisyne monitor. At last I was able 
to use Productivity mode and other 
flicker-free high resolution screens on 
my NEC 3D, or so I thought. Sadly, 
every monitor driver I activated, other 
than standard PAL, resulted in a crazy, 
totally unsynced display. Back to 
Video Audio in Toowong to confirm 
that something was wrong - yes it was 
and they would replace it. But it was 
another week before they could give 
me one and that was only because a 
lay-by was cancelled (it seems 
Commodore can not keep supply up to 
anything like the demand for these 
computers). The good news is that the 
replacement A1200 works perfectly. 


No clock! No clock! No clock! It took 
me another day after writing last 
month’s page for it to sink in that the 
A1200 did not have a _ battery-backed 
clock. It is listed in the manual as an 
"optional" extra, but then Commodore 
are not yet offering the option it seems. 
Like the A500, the clock will have to 
come with extra memory as part ofa 
trap-door expansion. The additional 
cost for a clock on the motherboard 
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would have been minimal. What 
$1,000+ computer comes without a 
clock these days? Ridiculous. The 
Microbotics board has a clock I’m 
told, but Megadisc reports that the 
GVP "68030 + 68881 + up to 32MB" 
board does not. I am waiting until a bit 
more competition appears in the 
A1200 trap-door memory market 
(STOP PRESS - it has! See the ad in 
this Cursor by Phoenix for the Blizzard 
1200/4 board - but it doesn’t have a 
clock either, however Phoenix will 
give CCUG members who buy the 
board a free clock that fits onto the 
motherboard). Consider the A600 
case: IMB chip ram + clock trap-door 
boards first appeared at $165, while 
you can now buy one from Synapse for 
$100. Obviously, similar falls will 
occur in A1200 boards. In the 
meantime, I have dragged the time 
preferences program into my Startup 
drawer with "DONOTWAIT" added 
to its tooltypes. 


Users of our BBS have suffered a 
number of problems in using the 
system this year, and we already have 
apologised. I want to let you know 
that plans are coming together that 
may result ina much improved BBS 
(like 10 lines and a Gigabyte of 
storage!) at minimal cost to the club. 
We can not confirm details yet, and it 
may even not eventuate, but it is sure 
worth pursuing. 


Last month I asked members to 
consider adding the words "Amiga 
and" to our clubs name of 
Commodore Computer Users Group 
(Qld) so that potential new members 
didn’t think that we were only 
concerned with “Commodore” 
computers which many people now 
take to mean C64/128 and earlier 
machines only. I said then that I did 
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not have the intention, and nor did 
the new wording even indicate, that 
we would lessen our strong support to 
our many users of these older 
computers. Unfortunately, I quickly 
heard that a few "8-bit SIG" members, 
and at least one Amiga user, did not 
approve of the change and would 
argue against it. Iam not willing to 
introduce grounds for any of this type 
of dissension. Surviving members will 
realise that an 8-bit versus 16/32-bit 
argument over 1991/92 cost us over 
200 membership non-renewals. The 
very last thing I want to do is turn the 
next main meeting into a long debate 
between the sides. Instead, write your 
views one way or the other in less 
than 200 words and send them in to 
CURSOR. We will publish a balanced 
selection and then vote on it at our 
AGM in August, if necessary after 
people who still want to speak do so 
for a maximum of 2 minutes. So 
please relax, there will be no debate 
in April - just solid news, comments, 
computer-related questions and 
answers and a really good demo on 
Real 3D V2. 


Ee 


April 6th 
Demonstration of REAL3D V2 new 
release and possibly the first 
opportunity to see the power of this 
professional program supplied and 
demonstrated by Ivan of Video & 
Audio of Toowong. 







May 11th NB: 2ND TUESDAY 
It is intended that the May meeting 
will allow members to evaluate AGA 
Paint Programs such as DPaint 4.5 and 
Brilliance. It is hoped that upgrade 
information will be available. 
CURSOR 
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MAIN MEETING 
6TH APRIL 


WORKSHOP 


18TH APRIL 
(DUE TO EASTER) 


MAIN MEETING 


11TH MAY 


DUE TO PRIOR BOOKING OF 
PREMISES 


STOP PRESS 


A report received states that as of 
19.3.92 COMPUTER SPOT (Not to be 
confused with SPOT COMPUTER - 
BRISBANE) is in provisiona] 
liquidation. 
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The Brisbane Courier Mail dated March 
20 says that the Education Department 
plans to sell the Bardon Professiona] 
Development Centre and the sale could 
raise millions of dollars. The 8ha site 
has been offered to state and federa] 
agencies but next month will be put on 
the open market. The Council jg 
understood to support a Residential A 
rezoning, although local residents are 
raising a petition against the sale. 

I would urge members to support any 
petition to keep our unique meeting 
facility with its natural bushland 
surroundings. Ed. 
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When I accepted the position as the 
Editor of Cursor I made it quite clear 
that Cursor would not be used as a 
vehicle for personal attacks and 
minority dissensions of a disruptive 
nature. 


It would appear that an “old guard” 
militant group is still active within our 
ranks, and although harmless are none 
the less frustrating and painful to 
contend with. 


A committee meeting agenda item of 
recent times was the merit of a name 
change for our club. This was brought 
forward by the President, in all 
sincerity, and was clearly stated as 
being in the interest of the CCUGQ. 
It was pointed out that our name did 
not truly reflect the nature of our 
activity and a possible change may 
well serve to increase our 
membership. 


It was I that had the gaul to suggest 
changing it to ACCUGQ, as I felt that 
this would not detract from our present 
name and it would also serve to 
identify our club to intending 
members. 


It is good business practice, where 
possible, to identify the business name 
with the product you are selling or 
promoting. Well, whether you like it 
or not the major part of our business is 
"AMIGA", that is a fact. 


Without the "AMIGA" and its USERS 


there would be no CCUGQ, that is 
also a fact. . 
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I commend the 8-Bit group for their 
fortitude and continued support of their 
equipment, but you can’t stop progress, 
axes are now made of steel! 


There is room within the CCUGQ for 
groups of all interests, after all we are a 
social and technical group with the 
common interest of computing. We 
are as Our name states "USERS" we 
did not design or build our machines, 
so why the hype that "my machine is 
better than yours". I observed many 
years ago that the minority group, in 
my chosen profession of Film Editing, 
that resisted the change to incorporate 
Electronic Computerised Editing were 
scared beacause they were not willing 
to learn (and most were, to be truthful, 
incapable). 


No one group has the right to impose 
their will on others, already I have 
been presented with an article, cloaked 
in subterfuge, which I have refused to 
publish. I believed that it would not be 
in the interest of the club to do so. It 
was also written in general terms and 
did not identify with the author. 
Anway no names no pack drill. 


I urge you to comply with the 
Presidents request in his report 
“Presidents Patch" and I would remind 
you that receipt of letters for the next 
(May) edition of Cursor closes on 9th 
April 1993. Any copy received after 
this date will not be printed but will be 


recorded and tabled at a committee 
meeting. 


Anyone that feels strongly about a 
cause has the right to stand for 
election, including that of Editor. I 
would also remind them that if elected 
they have a duty to care for the 


CCUGQ and "all of its members". 


Peter Hughes 


APRIL 1993 


‘Nsnga Revo/7” 





By 


Peter Hughes 





It would appear that each month 
that goes by sees new members 
attending our meetings (both Main 
and Workshop) also some old faces 
are returning for a look-see. 


The March meeting was no exception 
and an enthusiastic group were 
treated to a most enlightening 
demonstration of CDTV. Ian Grieve 
of Don Quixote Software of 
Toowoomba assisted by Mark Robin 
and an associate travelled from 
Toowoomba they were ably 
Supported by Juan Boulter of Van 
Diemen Computing of Southport on 
the Gold Coast. 


Ian Grieve covered many facets of 
the history of CDTV_ from its 
inception through to the present, 
including on-going development by 
Don Quixote in the field of RAM 
Expansion. 


This "Cinderella" of the Commodore 
stable emerged as a contender to be 
seriously considered, what with Hard 
Drives, Keyboards, Floppy Drives and 
talk of AA chipset and Workbench 
upgrading plus the huge range of titles 
available, CDTV was definitely 
capable (as in the fairy tale) of having 
the “glass slipper" fit and living 
happily ever after. 


Don Quixote has put a lot of effort 


CURSOR 


PAGE 6 


into promoting CDTV and are most 
willing to provide information 
concerning its capabilities. 


An interesting comment from Ian was 
the fact that they have a CD for the 
C64 containing 30 games and selling 
for $19.95. 


Like Cinderella the evening passed 
far to quickly and the demonstration 
and questions had to be curtailed 
due to the clock chiming the magic 
hour. 


All in all a great evening and I feel that 
most members came away with a 
different view of this "Claytons 
Computer" - the computer you have 
when your not having a computer. 


THE WORKSHOP 


The March Workshop looked a lot 
like the "Riverside Markets", once 
again it Saw an increase in members 
carrying their trusty machines into the 
Ithaca RSL Hall for a session of 
copying PD Disks and problem 
solving. 


It also saw new members joining and 
many small groups of members 
helping each other through discussion 
and practical demonstration. 


The PD Library capably driven by 
Bob and Leslie Devries once again 
had competition from Vic Mobbs 
and his mobile Commercial Library, 
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It would appear that Fred Fish had 
serious competition from AmigaOz 
and TBAG during the course of the 
day and many members took 
advantage of the latest additions to the 
PD Library. 


Once again the Al200 was most 
prevalent and also present was a 
"Vidi-Amiga 12" which is a small 
black box that plugs into the parrallel 
port of the Amiga and with a video 
source connected will digitise in a 
range of formats, along with the 
accompanying software. 


"Vidi-Amiga 12" will run on any 
Amiga with at least IMB of memory 
although more will allow longer 
animation sequences to be grabbed. It 
is a top performer when using a S-VHS 
source and will also accomodate the 
usual composite signal. A2000 owners 
will require a special connector cable 
which has to purchased separately. It 
has a carousel window in which all 
stored images can be viewed in 
minature. 


Thanks to those members who stayed 
and assisted the Committee Members 
to pack-up the tables, stack the chairs, 
pick up the rubbish, lock windows and 
doors and restore the hall to normal. 


This chore does not take long with 
many hands and I ask that those 
members attending the Workshop 
donate a little time. If each group on 
each table took care of their own we 
would not have a problem. 


The Workshop is fast becoming the “in 
place" to be so come along and be part 
of it. 


Remember due to Easter, April 
Workshop on 18th April From 
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Ouch: 


"Amiga Shopper" Issue 22 





I bought a Rombo Vidi-Amiga 12 for my 
A500 Plus but I can’t get it to work 
properly. 

The first thing wrong was that the lead 
supplied with the system would not fit 
onto the output of my VCR, so I got an 
adaptor and managed to connect it up. 
When I tried to use the Vidi to ’grab’ 
something I got a message saying ’No 
Video Signal’. So then I tried connecting 
the Vidi to the Amiga’s black and white 
output (as it says in the troubleshooting 
part of the manual) and this time it all 
worked fine and I was able to grab a 
screenshot of the Vidi-Amiga program. So 
I thought I’d try connecting up to the 
SCART output of my VCR - but that 
didn’t work either. 

In a final desperate attempt to get Vidi to 
work I tried changing the frequency of 
the channel the video recorder outputs 
but to no avail. Do I need a signal 
converter to my video recorder or is there 
something wrong with the video cartridge 
I bought? 


Your’e going to kick yourself when you 
read this, It seems to me that you have 
been trying to use the AERIAL (or RF) 
outputs from the various pieces of 
equipment which have frustrated your 
attempts , with the obvious exception of 
the Amiga’s composite output - which 
worked fine. Here lies your trouble. 
Only composite video or S-VHS signals 
will work with the Vidi-Amiga 12. For 
technical reasons, RF signals are totally 
incompatible, and as you have 
discovered will not work. 

I can understand how you became 
confused though, because the connector 
on an aerial cable can easily fit into the 
phono style sockets which are fitted to 
many Amiga video devices. 

Try using a composite video input and I 
am certain your Vidi will work 
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AGA SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE 
IN STOCK RIGHT NOW 


MULTIMEDIA DISK UTILITIES 

VIDEO TITLING PUBLIC DOMAIN 

3D MODELLING WORD PROCESSING 
DIGITAL PAINTBOX DESKTOP PUBLISHING 
AUDIO SAMPLING PRODUCTIVITY 

MUSIC SEQUENCING GRAPHIC UTILITIES 
MUSIC NOTATING AUTHORING SOFTWARE 


GENLOCKS - ACCELERATORS - HARD DRIVES - RAM - MIDI 
OPALVISION - DCTV - AND MUCH MUCH MORE! 


VIDEO & AUDIO TOOWONG 
45 SHERWOOD ROAD 
TOOWONG QLD 4066 
PHONE: 870 0300 


VIDEO & AUDIO SOUTHPORT 
18 SCARBOROUGH STREET 
SOUTHPORT QLD 4215 
PHONE: (075) 91 4224 

















a, 
VIDEO & AUDIO 


AUSTRALIA 
The Amiga Professionals | 


VIDEO & AUDIO AUSTRALIA ARE THE INDUSTRY 
LEADER IN YOUR AMIGA GRAPHICS, VIDEO, 
ANIMATION, AUDIO AND POWER-USER NEEDS 





FIRST WITH THE AMIGA 1200 
FIRST WITH THE AMIGA 4000 


i 
3" a 


pei ty 
Wesss Beeatel 
2352 


A round-up of items of interest 
from the pages of the magazine 
Amiga Shopper Issue 22 


HARD DRIVES 
FOR NEW 
AMIGAS 


Trilogic has announced the arrival of a 
range of IDE hard drives suitable for 
use with the A600 and A1200. 






The drives are all 2.5 inches in size and 
fit internally. They come ready 
formatted and with a connecting cable, 
making them ready to use as soon as 
they have been fitted. 


The drives are available in the 
following sizes: 20Mb, 40Mb, 60Mb, 
80Mb and 120Mb and range in price in 
the U.K from 200 to 350 pounds 
sterling. 
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The March edition of Amiga 
Shopper will carry an in 
depth article describing 
exactly how to choose, fit and 
use just such a drive. 


G-FORCE 
SPEED 
BOOST 


GVP has announced a method 
by which owners of its G- 
Force040 accelerator can increase the 
performance of the board. 


All that is required is a simple 
adjustment of the startup-sequence (it 
seems fashionable these days to 
describe bug fixes as added 
features - Ed). The line reading :- 


GvpCpuCtrl >nil FastRom 
Should be changed to read :- 
GvpCpuCtrl >nil:FastRom MoyeSsp 


ANOTHER Pp 
CD ROM 


Almathera Systems has released the 
second disc in its collection of public 
domain CD’s. 


CDPD II is compatible with the CDT V 
and A570 CD-ROM drive. On it are 
the contents of Fred Fish disks 661- 
760, the Scope library, JAM disks and 
AB-20 archives. The addition of an 
automatic copier brings the disk size 
ub to nearly 600Mb. Last but not least 
are copies of both Workbench 1.3 and 
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Workbench 2.04.NB: Its distributed in 
Australia exclusively by Don Quixote 
Software of Toowoomba.. 


UPDATE TO C 
COMPILER 


An update has been released to the 
SAS C Compiler. It will take version 6 
of the package up to version 6.1. 


The update comes in the form of a 
freely-distributable archive, available 
from bulletin boards around the world. 
Users need to already have version 6 to 
make use of the archive which fixes a 
number of bugs in the previous version 
and adds some minor enhancements 
such as support for public screens. 


SMASHING 
TV 


Recently I had a problem with my 
TV’s horizontal hold. Playing games 
on my Amiga was no problem, but 
when it came to DPaint I couldn’t see 
the far right column and the bottom 
three colours on the palette, and had to 
guess where my colours were. 


One day, with screwdriver in hand, I 
attempted to resolve the niggle once 
and for all. After turning nearly every 
board-mounted pot I could find, I 
switched the TV back on. It didn’t 
work, so I decided to take it to the TV 
repair man, who lives just around the 
corner. 


While carrying my TV to him, I 
dropped it. Embarassed, I picked up 
the pieces and carried them home 


CURSOR PAGE 


again. I bought a relatively cheap 
portable colour TV as a replacement. 


About a month or two later I was 
fiddling with DPaint, trying out all he 
keys to help me paint faster, when I 
came upon a combination that could 
well have saved my old TV - if you 
press the shift and cursor keys, you can 
move the icons and palette to a more 
visible position! 


A1000 
UPGRADES 


We have recently returned to this 
country, bringing with us an elderley 
A1l000 - one of the first to reach 
Papua New Guinea via Australia. It 
still works fine (despite the climate 
change) but is limited to running 
smaller/older programs because it 
only has 512K RAM. We would 
therefore like to upgrade the machine 
by adding some extra RAM and a 
hard drive. Would the cost be justified 
now that the A1000 is slipping below 
the innovation line, eclipsed by the 
A600, 1500, 2000 and such like? 


Believe it or not, but the A1000,s bus 
connector (you will find it hidden 
behind a plastic cover on the right hand 
side of the machine) is actually fully 
compatible with the bus connector on 
the A500. You can therefore connect 
just about any hard drive or RAM 
expansion designed for the A500 to the 
A1000 through this connection without 
any modification. Up until recently I 
owned an A1000 myself (until 
someone burgled my house and stole 
the damned thing!) which was 
expanded to 8.5Mb using a standard 
A500 RAM expansion. 
Jason Holborn 
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Ami-Back Tools 





An Edited Review 


From "E" Mail Sources 


Peter Hughes 


Ami-Back Tools is a collection of disk 
utilities to keep your Amiga’s floppy 
and hard drives performing, it comes 
from Moonlighter Software 
Development, Inc.. 

Overview: 

The "GP" (General Practioner) 
organizes the information on your 
harddrive for maximum performance. 
It offers several choices of file, 
directory, or free space organization. 
GP is fast and safe. Optimizing your 
hard drive no longer needs to be a 
potentially dangerous task, nor a slow 
tedious process.. GP is robust and 
allows the user to abort it’s operation 
at any time without loss of data. 

The "Disk Analyst" finds and fixes 
problems with disk structure that 
prevents normal disk operation - "Key 
Not Set", "Block 51224 Has a 
Checksum Error" and other filing 
system level problems can be 
corrected. The Disk Analyst is aware 
of all filing systems from WB1.3 OFS 
to WB3.0 Directory-Cached and will 
allows you to undo changes made to 
the file system. 

The "Reviver" lets you recover 
deleted files in place, giving you 
control of which files are to be un- 
deleted. The Reviver will also restore 
a "quick" formatted device to it’s 
previous contents. 

The "Lab Test" performs CRC 
(Cycle Redundancy Check) of all files 
and allows storage of CRC database 
for later comparison. It also allows 
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comparisons with other databases tO 
check for corrupted file-data due to 
viruses, etc. The Lab test also displays 
Or prints (to the PRT: device or file) 
the disk tree structure. 
"911-Recovery" mode allows you 
to recovers files from crashed 
filesystem to floppy or other 
AmigaDOS devices (filesystems). 911- 
Recovery works like a selective 
backup without going through 
AmigaDOS to recover lost files. 
Antiseptic Function wipes all 
evidence of information from a disk. It 
will prevent the recovery of 
information from your hard drive-idea] 
for security concerns. It will either 
work in "Free-Space" mode, or wipe 
the entire device. 

The new "Ami-Sched II" works for 
both Ami-Back Tools and Ami-Back 
(not included). It allows you to 
schedule Ami-Back Tools events (such 
as the Analyst) to examine your file 
system and repair it un-attended. Amj- 
Sched II supports any number of 
events Over any time frame. Amj- 
Sched II is quite small and system 
resource efficient, running in the 
background. 

"AmiBack Tools" supports all 
standard Amiga file systems including 
AmigaDOS 3.0 directory caching file 
System. rite operations for maximum 
speed. Ami-Back Tools has built in 
security checks so the user is never 
caught off-guard and executes a 
destructive command inadvertantly. 
There is even a log file kept to keep 
track of what you do. There is also an 
RDB (Rigid Disk Block) "Read" and 
"Write" allowing to save them, and 
restore them as well if need be. 
System Requirments - Any Amiga 
running WorkBench v1.3 or higher. - 
512k Memory 
The List Price for AmiBack tools is 
$79.95 (US Funds). 
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‘Edited Peter Hughes 





** "Triceratops" multiport I/O Zorro 
cards for Amiga 2000, 3000 & 4000 ** 
Serial hardware: 
Two Serial ports, each with separate 
16-byte transmit and receive FIFO 
(first in, first out) buffers. This 
hardware and device driver 
combination is smart enough to _not_ 
interrupt the CPU for every byte sent 
or received. This has two benefits: 
first, since the CPU has more than a 
single character time to respond it is 
much less likely to drop characters. 
Second, since less frequent interrupts 
are required, more of the CPU is 
available for other programs to run. 
Each FIFO has an adjustable trigger 
depth, where it will interrupt the CPU 
after so many bytes are sent or 
received. Each port also has selectable 
start bit length, stop bit length, word 
length and parity. Handshaking is 
selectable with both XON/XOFF and 
hardware (RTS/CTS) protocols 
available. 
The Triceratops board’s FIFO-based 
serial ports permit high-performance 
transfers without the overhead 
associated with the internal port. In 
addition, printer output through the 
Triceratops parallel port frees the 
internal port for use in parnet or 
digitizing. The card itself is a double- 
sided, plated and masked full-length 
board with one DB-9 male connector 
(first serial port) and a DB-25 female 
connector (parallel port). A ten pin 
connector on the card is for the 
supplied 2nd DB-9 male connector 
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INFO BBS "E" MAIL __ 


which is attached to its own backplane 
runner. 
Currently, no parallel-input device 
exists as all digitizing programs 
currently bypass the parallel.device 
and go directly to the resource. For 
those interested in developing 
digitizing input drivers or a triceratops 
ParNet-handler, full hardware-level 
programming details of the serial and 
parallel ports is included in the 
documentation. 
Available in quantity beginning March 
Ist, 1993. Price: $125.00 ppd 
This device has been tested in several 
machines over many months and is a 
nice addition for those requiring more 
than the internal ports can provide. 
For more information, send inquiries 
to: 
Scott Advanced Microdesigns 
1618 Russell Court 





Commodore announces new 
enhancements for the Amiga 1200: 
A1200 Hard Drive Kit $39 P/N: 
591201-01 

- install disk and fonts disk 

- cable assembly 

- mounting screws 

- Amiga Hard Disk User’s Guide 

- AmigaDOS manual 

- Amiga ARexx manual 

- upgrade instructions 

- approved hard drive list 


Available from authororized 
Commodore resellers; the A1200 hard 
drive kit requires Commodore 
Authorized Service installation. 
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WHEN THE CHIPS ARE DOWN 
IT’S TIME TO SEE 


Tony May 
Tony and his team of skilled technicians 
are the people to see for all Commodore 
Warranty & Non-Warranty repairs 


A500 312K 
RAM EXPANDEK 
WITH CLOCK 


ONLY $50 


Shop 4 / 32 Brisbane Road, Bundamba Q4304 
Telephone (07) 816 13588 



























l 
DO YOU KNOW? 


The Secretary and President 
have spent many hours 
updating the Club database. 
They need the addresses of :- 


Debra-Anne Doetz 
R. Pacher 
R. Phillips 
Graham Topple 





If you can assist please phone 
the Secretary Gordon Wright 
(07) 299 7709 


Without their addresses we 
cannot forward Cursor 


AMIGA HELP! COLUMN 


This is the HELP! column for users of Amiga computers. If you would like to share your experience in 
the fields of programming, software, hardware etc. with your fellow members, submit your name with 
your area of expertise to the editor. 


NAME: HELP OFFERED WITH: PHONE NO: 
Richard Carde BBS GURU, Programming 3006315 
Bob Devries OS9 Operating System 372 7816 
Robert Googe Video & Audio Digitising 288 8863 
Steve Hovelroud Audio Digitising, Amos 298 5128 
Jason Marianoff RAM expansion, Hardware Mods 899 0980 
Paul O’Brien Amateur Radio Communication 397 4102 
Brendan Pratt Modems, Telecommunications, Sidecar (075) 463 317 
Grant Robinson AmigaBasic 359 4315 
John Van Staveren Easy Ledgers Accounting Program 372 3651 
Superbase Personal 
Mike Williams AmigaBasic (Beginners), Sound 209 9084 
Rod Williams Monitors & Video Interfacing 263 8990 


These are private numbers so only ring between the hours of 6pm and 9pm _ week nights. 
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’P.D. DISKS 


Public Domain Disks are 
available from CCUGQ 
by purchasing at Main 
Meetings or Workshops 
for $2.00 per copy or 
PD Disks can be copied 
free at Workshops. 

For those unable to 
attend disks are 
available by post at $2 
per disk plus $3 
postage (for up to © 
disks) Catalogue disks 
for PD and Commercial 
Library are also 
available at $2 plus 
postage. 

Send cheque or money 
order to the 
Secretary or contact 
the PD Librarians as 
per notice inside rear 
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Excerpts from MegaDisc 


What Is? 


=S< SL 


The Amiga, like most normal 
computers, has a number of interfaces 
to the outside world - RS-232 (serial 
interface), IEE-488, and Centronics 
Parallel. In 1981 SASI was devised, 
meaning Shugart Associates System 
Interface. But all of these had 
drawbacks, viz. a lack of speed, a lack 
of intelligence, and the limitation of 
only being able to talk to one device 
(sounds like a retarded turtle with 
blinkers on). 

NCR Corporation got into bed with 
Shugart to turn SASI into SCSI, the 
Small Computer System Interface, to 
address these problems, 

By allowing device-specific tasks, 
like error handling and buffering, to 
remain separate, a device-independent 
interface was presented to the host. 
And by being bus-based, 
communication could flow in all 
directions, so that peripheral could 
talk to peripheral without having to 
involve the host computer. 

SCSI was sufficiently successful to 
gain ANSI (American National 
Standards Institution) recognition in 
June 1986. 

The original SCSI has an 8-bit data 
path, so it was natural to go to 16. 
However, the newer SCSI-2 allowed 
for 32-bit as well and doubled the 
synchronous communication speed, 
but kept the number of devices on the 
bus (including the host) to eight. 
Backwards compatibility has been 
maintained to allow existing SCSI 
interfaces to operate correctly with the 
new one, although the user will miss 
out on the speed increases. 

SCSI-3 is coming and will feature 
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the ability to handle more than 8 
devices, and an improved logical 
interface to go with it. It may also 
handle things like serial protocol for 
fibre-optic links, anda single 16-bit 
wide cable. 


Ram Chips 


There are 3 main types of interest to 
the Amiga owner: DIPs, ZIPs, and 
SIMMs. 

A DIP = Dual In-Line Pin and is the 
standard chip, the name coming from 
the arrangement of its pins. 

A ZIP is different in that its shape is 
such that the pins are all onone of the 
edges of the chip rather than the face 
as in the DIP; this is so that they take 
up less space on the surface of a board, 
so that more can be fitted on. The 
A3000 takes these sorts of chip on the 
motherboard. The Z corresponds to 
the zig-zag aspect of the pins, which is 
obvious once you’ve seen such a 
chip. 

SIMM = Single In-Line Memory 
Module, and it is a small cirucuit board 
that has up to 9 DIP chips fitted to it; 
this board is then fitted in to a 
corresponding slot on the motherboard. 
. All the above are known as DRAMs, 
ie Dynamic Random Access Memory, 
as opposed to Static Ram, which are 
larger and have less memory density 
than DRAMs. With a DRAM, the 
memory controller has to keep 
refreshing them, ie poking the same 
data into the chips many times per 
second to keep them “topped up", 
while Static ram keeps info once it has 
been poked in until it is changed or 
turned off. 

DRAMs come in all sorts of sizes, 
such as 256Kx4, 1Mbx1, and IMbx4, 
for example. SIMMs are quoted as 
multiples of DRAM chips, so you can 
get 1Mbx9, and 4Mbx9. 
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GPFax $159 
GPTerm $9 








NETWORKING: GPSoftware is the 
Australian distributor for OXXI NOVELL 
the Amiga Client Software for connection to 
MAC or PC’s running NOVELL V 2.15 or 

higher of NOVELL NETWARE. 


COMMUNICATING }[GPSotwae 
ACROSS AUSTRALIA [21 Aloomba Road 












WORDS 


y 
Phil Guerney 


Over the years this club has spent a lot 
of money on magazine subscriptions. 
Newer members may be surprised, as 
they would not have seen much 
evidence in the form of recent issues 
lying around the library tables waiting 
for borrowers. We are deciding 
whether to resubscribe to the few titles 
that we still receive. I would like to 
present the following discussion in the 
hope that we might get a few members 
sharing their own opinions with those 
of us who normally try to make these 
decisions without any input from 
outside the committee. 

Interested observers of the “home 
computer revolution" of 1982-1990 (is 
it really over now?) would remember 
the explosion of magazine titles in the 
first years of this period, and by now 
the death of almost all of them. For a 
few years from about 1983, the club 
had two subscriptions each for the 
hard-to-find and expensive American 
magazines "Compute!" and "RUN’. 
All issues, new and old, were snapped 
up each month by library borrowers 
because these were the only source of 
technical information as well as those 
essential "type-in" programs. What 
would we have done without 
TurboTape and SpeedScript from 
Compute! for example? There were no 
commercial equivalents for most of 
these programs and there were no 
"cover disks". 


Enough early history. What happened 
was that from about 1986 onwards 
people stopped borrowing these 
magazines once they were more than a 
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WORTH IN QUESTION 





few months old. We were also 
regularly donated old issues of other 
magazines to which we did not 
subscribe. As librarian over 1988-91 I 
soon noticed that almost no-one was 
borrowing them, yet we were lugging 
them back and forth from storage to 
the library area each month. To 
encourage the use of this "valuable?" 
resource, I recatalogued and packaged 
them up into 12-issue bundles in 199] 
and told people to borrow as many as 
they wanted. But few people took any 
old magazines. I am sentimental 
enough and "historically-minded" 
enough not to just dump old issues 
though we have sold, given away or 
dumped duplicate copies. We have let 
the C64 workshop group look after the 
1982-1990 mostly 8-bit magazines. 
The 1991 and more recent titles are 
still available for borrowing each 
month along with all the Amiga 
specific magazines we have received - 
many hundreds of issues altogether. 


The other big problem was that we 
kept losing money on magazines that 
folded. One title (Amigo Times from 
Canada) offered a special price for 2- 
year subscriptions and then stopped 
publication before we received ANY 
issues. Lost all our money on that one, 
but many others have disappeared part 
way through I-year subscriptions. The 
most recent was RUN which went 
earlier this year. The only people to 
give us a refund were "Transactor™ 
which closed up while it still had 
enough funds left to cover the refund 
cheques - if only they were all so 
honest. The Amiga World technical 
journal (or was it INFO?) folded and 
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converted our subscription to duplicate 
issues of Amiga World, which was 
something we did NOT want! (the 
alternative offered was some free time 
on the US bulletin board system BIX 
and that was even less use to us). 


Then there was the cost. Whereas 
American magazines sent surface mail 
were fairly low-priced, recent English 
subscriptions have been very 
expensive (more than the newsagent 
price) especially as several do not 
even offer surface mail delivery. We 
have always opted for slow surface 
mail because of the high cost of air 
mail which would only benefit the 
committee people who got to read 
them straight from the letter box, and 
not the majority of members who had 
to wait a few months for their turn to 
grab the magazine at the monthly 
meetings. 


Lastly, there was the quality problem. 
The UK press has always produced a 
batch of 100% games-oriented 
magazines which have very little long- 
lasting interest. The cover-disks 
contain mostly freely- distributable 
programs that we can get free from 
other sources for the PD library and 
the BBS. From experience we know 
that almost nobody wants to borrow a 
6-month old issue of a games-only 
magazine, but a few people can find 
something of interest in an 
applications-oriented or technical 
magazine that is one or two years old. 
Even the non-games’ English 
magazines have been disappointing 
until recently, but "Amiga Shopper" 
(to which we do not subscribe yet) has 
been a shining exception. Our only 
current Amiga magazine subscriptions 
are to Amiga World and Amazing 
Computing, and also the (Australian) 
Megadisc disc magazine. For the C64 
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we get the Loadstar disc magazine and, 
from the next issue, a new Australian 
produced C64-specific magazine. In 
the last year, we have let drop 
Compute! after 10 years (it didn’t cost 
much, but it was now very PC- 
oriented and the Commodore-related 
material in it was just one-page of 
news that was obtainable from many 
Other places), also Commodore 
Computing International from the UK 
(to which we had subscribed for many 
years but which was now very 
expensive and contained little original 
material) and the Autralian Amiga and 
Commodore Review (which was 
hardly ever borrowed, presumably 
because everyone who wanted to read 
it paid the small sum of $3.50 at the 
newsagent to get their own copy). 


I see no reason to drop any of these 
remaining subscriptions. Both of the 
two American titles seem to be well 
supported by advertisers and unlikely 
to disappear soon. The only other 
magazine that I personally would like 
to see the club get is Amiga Shopper 
so that people could see what it had to 
offer and refer back to some of their 
reference standard articles, such as the 
Series on typefaces and the Amiga. 
Please let us have your suggestions. Its 
sister magazine, Amiga Format is also 
not bad, and has been coming out with 
amazing cover disks recently, the 
latest being AMOS (the 
old version)along with a dozen pages 
inside to explain the basics of using it. 


Finally, we realise that the most 
interesting magazines are the most 
recent magazines. For a while now, we 
have let members who attend the 
workshop browse the latest 
magazines to have arrived - even by 
surface mail they get here around one 
month before they appear in 
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newsagents. The magazines then go to 
the Newsletter Editor to pick over for 
his CURSOR notes, and then they go 
to the Librarian for cataloguing to be 
ready for borrowing at the next main 
meeting. | have pondered many times 
to come up with a procedure which 
allows more people to see_ these 
Magazines sooner after they arrive. 
One day we may get a semi- 
permanent library venue in the 
Brisbane area which could be opened 
at least once weekly. Until then, I 
think we are stuck. 


I would appreciate comments and 
Suggestions on what titles we should 
subscribe to and what titles we should 
just buy at the Newsagent (a bit more 
expensive, but we do not lose if the 
magazine folds). Or do you not want 
ANY of your annual CCUG 
subscription to go to buying a wide 
range of magazines? 














Help Columns can be brought up 


names are listed verify by mail to 


to act in this capacity. 


of help and verify their telephone 
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to date would all members whose} 


the Secretary, for attention of the} 
Editor, that they are still willing} 


Would they also advise the area 


numbers. Any names not verified] 
by 9th April 1993 will be removed] 
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ISTLIN DANGER 


GUL ECU GRA GUU ULCER TEUUURUUULEDOEREOULUUUGUCESEECGOUCORSECEUNUGRORUEOGUGOROCERECOTEOUUEES 
Over the last couple of years, I’ve 
noticed a trend where fewer and fewer 
people are on my direct subscriber list. 
This last year has seen a particularly 
sharp decrease, from about an average 
of 75 subscribers to the current low of 
41. That’s right, there are only 41 
people or organizations in the whole 
world that receive disks directly from 
me. During this last year, the amount 
of time I have had available to spend 
constructing disks, has dropped 
sharply, so that more than ever I 
depend upon using outside help for 
constructing the final disks, and doing 
the actual duplication, packaging, and 
shipping of the disks. I cannot expect 
these people to work for nothing, 
so I have been paying them reasonable 
compensation for their time out of the 
ever dwindling subscription income. It 
has reached the point where sometime 
in the next month or two I will make a 
decision about whether or not to shut 
down the library, since if there are 
insufficient incoming funds to meet the 
operating costs as well as pay for an 
occasional perk like a trip to an Amiga 
show once or twice a year, or some 
new hardware toy, there is little 
incentive to continue spending 20-30 
hours a month running it. If you are in 
a4 position to influence a club, 
computer store, or other Amiga related 
Organization to maintain a direct 
subscription for new disks, and thus 
help fund continued maintenance of 
the library, and are interested in seeing 
the library continue to grow, I’d urge 
you to consider doing what you can 
to help push the number of direct 
subscribers back up to more reasonable 
levels. Thanks. 





Fred Fish 
APRIL 1993 
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MY 
WORKSTATION 






Like a lot of people in the club I own 
an Amiga 500 expanded to | meg with 
an external disk drive. Next to my desk 
J have a cabinet full of books and disk 
with my printer sitting on top. It is a 
Star NX-1000 colour printer. My 
1084S monitor is on a swivel base and 
of course my Amiga is connected. 
Sometimes I have my Video recorded 
connected to my 1084S I do this by 
running the Audio leads which are 
normally connected to my Amiga 500 
into the video out and audio out on my 
video recorder to video in (marked 
yellow) and audio in (marked black) 
on my 1084S monitor. Then you have 
to press the VCR button on the back of 
the 1084S monitor and the CVBS/RGB 
should be pressed in, this button is 
found at the front of the 1084S 
monitor. This will run videos on your 
1084S but you can also run your T.V. 
on your monitor by connecting an 
aerial into your video recorder, which 
is handy to know. 


Also connected to my 1084S monitor 
is my XT IBM compatible computer 
which is a Commodore PC20 (After all 
this is the Commodore user group).. 
Both computers can be connected at 
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the same time, the sockets are right 
next to each other at the back of the 
1084S monitor. Note if both 
computers are turned on at the same 
time the IBM screen will be displayed. 
I guess it is a good rap for the 1084S 
but it is a very useful piece of 
hardware. Most times I am to busy 
watching what is on the screen to 
appreciate the capabilities of the 
monitor itself. 


Commodore has done a great job in its 
uses and to my knowledge I haven’t 
heard of anyone that has had problems 
with their 1084S monitor. 


I purchased my Commodore IBM XT 
when I was dealing with Lotus 123. I 
was pricing IBM bridgeboards but I 
bought my XT at $699 brand new 
without a monitor which was cheaper 
than bridgeboards at the time. If you 
are one of those people who is 
interested in bridgeboards consider a 
Commodore IBM you may find it a 
cheaper alternative. 


So that is my workstation but I would 
like some more improvement, besides 
the Amiga 4000 and a colour laser 
printer. 


I have heard that there is a RS-232 
cable that transfers data from computer 
fo computer if anyone has one or 
knows about this cable I would be 
interested in knowing more about it. I 
think CURSOR is a great magazine 
and I will try and write more 
frequently, happy computing . Mick 


I think that Mick may be referring to 
a NULL MODEM CABLE used in 
conjunction with a terminal program. 
If you can assist contact Mick at 22 
aeceie Street, Browns Plains Q 4118 
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HOMEWORK 


A guide to preparing your lecture 





I have now been 64/128 coordinator 
for over a year and have attended most 
of the lectures given since joining the 
club circa 1984. Whilst most of the 
lecturers have have been quite good 
there have been others that were not 
quite so mainly because they had not 
’Done their Homework’. It is in an 
attempt to help all lecturers that I have 
prepared this guide. 


1. Do your homework This means 
quite simply that you must study your 
subject thoroughly; remember you are 
imparting knowledge to others and it is 
quite elementary that your 
understanding must be superior to that 
of your audience; the only way to 
achieve this is by refreshing your 
memory by recent study. Don't 
become self satisfied and think you 
know it all; even the best of us tend to 
forget things. Anyhow, further study 
reinforces your knowledge and gives 
you confidence, a confidence that can 
only come with a thorough 
understanding of your lesson. 


2. Plan your lesson By this I mean 
place your thoughts in a logical 
sequence starting with an introduction, 
then your main points in proper order 
and finishing with a conclusion which 
should summarise your whole lecture. 
The time allocated for each point 
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By Douglas Maclurkin 


should be recorded as well. 
Leave time for questions 


It is strongly recommended that you 
should prepare these details in graphic 
form and I have appended a sample 
template as a guide. This template was 
given to me by Scott Roseboom after 
his lecture on Jiffy-Dos. I have not 
altered his entries as I feel they will 
best indicate the kind of notes you 
should make. 


3. Check your equipment : Too 
often it has been discovered that some 
part of the equipment is not 
functioning or has been omitted. In this 
connection it should be noted that a 
large Monitor is provided in the lecture 
room but you have to bring your own 
computer and to operate it, preferably a 
friend whom you have trained and who 
knows exactly what you want. (Note: if 
needed equipment can be provided). 


4. Speak clearly: preferably without 
your back to the audience! Aim your 
voice at someone in the back row. 
These points may seem laughable but 
all of us have had the experience of a 
lecturer who seems to whisper and 
fumbles over his words. 


5. Remember we are on your Side: 
We are all grateful to you for coming 
along to speak to us and will give you 
a more than sympathetic hearing. 
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64/128 Library Notes. 


By Vic Mobbs 


COMMODORE NETWORK 
Magazine has been subscribed to and 
Should shortly appear in the library. 
With the demise of RUN magazine, 
CN is now the only magazine devoted 
exclusively to 64/128 computers. It is 
entirely produced in Australia and has 
relevant articles on interesting subjects 
such as Geos, Machine language, 
Games, Communications etc. There is 
often a double sided disk 
accompanying it which contains more 
utilities and games. 


It is very important that we should give 
all the support we can to this 
burgeoning and creative magazine; if it 
should die then we will have nothing. 
It is recommended therefore that as 
many as possible subscribe 
individually; the modest sum of $36 
will gain you a year’s supply of 12 
issues. 

The address is 


Commodore Network, 
9 Wadeson St, 
COBRAM, Vic 3644. 


What Is Jiffy DOS? 


By Douglas Maclurkin 


With consummate skill and excellent 
preparation, Scott Roseboom fielded 
this question and answered it using all 
the necessary equipment which he had 
brought with him. He showed us also a 
WARP cartridge which is another 
wedge but has the disadvantage of 
having to be pushed into the cartridge 
port which may be needed for other 
CURSOR 
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things such as an REU. 

Many of the features of Jiffy-Dos have 
already been described in Scott’s 
article in Cursor (March issue); what 
appealed to me was that it can be 
installed by oneself inside the 
computer with no external wires or 
cables. 

Scott was able to show us the wedge’s 
many features such as speed of saving 
and loading and the one finger DOS 
commands. 

I was very impressed with the order 
and efficiency with which Scott 
covered his subject. He mentioned 
every relevant feature of the wedge, 
one by one and in consecutive 
alignment. He answered every question 
competently, demonstrating that he had 
‘done his homework’. It came as no 
Surprise to me when, after his lecture, 
Scott handed me a copy of his 
Planning Sheet which outlined the 
details and order of his demonstration. 
This is reproduced in this issue of 
Cursor as I feel it will serve as an 
excellent example for all future 
lecturers. 

Scott was ably assisted by his son 
Mark. 


PARDON your SLIP (or 
Something) is showing. 


In Commodore Network Magazine 
(September 1992 Vol 1 Number 4); 
Editorial by Warren Naismith:- 


"Hopefully that will all be behind us 
NOW... 20000 Thank you for baring with 


Regretfully, Warren, modesty deters us 
from complying with your invitation, 
though callipygenic we may be. 
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LESSON PLANNING TEMPLATE 
Program Title : Jiffy-Dos, the ROM Turbo 
Lesson Title : Advantages & disadvantages Time allocated: 35 minutes 


Objective : By the end of the lesson: (1) To have a good understanding 
of the workings of Jiffy-Dos 
(2) To know whether Jiffy-Dos would 
be of benefit to each individual 


Resources : Complete computer equipment: Warp drive & Cockroach cartridges 
Workshop disk pack: blank disks: Planning sheet: Cursor 









Time Method Main Points Details 
Start- Introduction What 1s Jiffy-Dos? 
2 min Read Cursor article 







Jiffy-Dos may not be for everyone 


Demonstrate & compare-Warp drive 
& Cockroach with Jiffy-Dos ie can 
leave expansion port free! 





7 min- 1.Show & tell 
1.Check for 

understanding 
J/Disa 
built in 






Show command summary(v.Cursor) 
List additional comands 

What do you think of the screen 
print command eg @P 





2.Show & tell 
2.Check for 
understanding 
























Jiffy-Dos comes with a convenient 
set of function keys; this can be 
disabled by @F. 

What are your favourite Fkeys? 






3.Show & tell 
3.Check for 
understanding 























21 min- Function 
23 min keys- 
convenience 
















26 min Some turbo Roms by pass error 
checking; Jiffy-Dos does not 








29 min Latest Rom 
upgrades 


Jiffy-Dos is the most compatible 
turbo Rom system yet seen. It has 
the latest version Commodore Rom 
chip compatibility. Uses stock 

disk & file formats. 


J/D may not suit everyones needs. 
But, if you like disk operation 
speeds up to 1400% faster & the 
convenience of 1-2 stroke keyboard 
input for DOS operation then 
Jiffy-Dos is for you. 






35 min Conclusion 





Copies on disk, with & without the text may be obtained from the PD librarian, 

Douglas Maclurkin 

Note: The original file was prepared with "Write Stuff" which is not compatible with 
"Pagestream DTP" but I have done my best which took a few hours Ed. 
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SYNAPSE COMPUTER SUPPLIES 


P.O. Box 41, BULIMBA QLD 4171 


Ph: (07) 899-0980 


Don’t forget our BBS - (O7) 395-7724 24 Hours 


ATTN: AMIGA Owners - For the BEST Price, just ASK!!! 





$99. 00 
& Galendatt) 
(\ 5.00 
Ne wering sracine! ) 
a 


(A toP a > price”) 


unbeat ck allocation! 


sto 
cali NOW to enser® 


RAM Expansions 


AX2000 2Mb CHIP $275.00 
(Requires 2Mb Agnus Chip) 


AX-RAM 4Mb w/OK $150.00 
(Internal 4Mb-RAM Card for A500) 
8Mb (A2000) w/0k $179.00 


A1200 4Mb 32-Bit $549.00 


FREE Installation on any of these RAM 
expansions just for asking! 





Want Som 
Mthin 
30 day Warra be ae ond Ki? 
Ove p 


RAM Chips (80ns or FASTER) 


2Mb for A590 $120.00 
2Mb for A2091 $120.00 
2Mb for GVP $120.00 


(most Series Il Products) 


4Mb for AS38000 _ =‘ $240.00 


(Genuine Static Column ZIP) 


Don't leave home!!! Installation in your 
house by CommCare Technician. ASK! 























Modems Quantum Hard Drives 
Maestro 2400XR $249.00 52Mb 3.5" SCSI $419.00 
Maestro 9600XR $369.00 (Upgrade your A590!) 

(2400 DATA, 9600 BAUD FAX Only!) 170Mb 3.5" SCSI $699.00 
Maestro 96M $499.00 240Mb 3.5" SCSI $999.00 


Maestro 144M $549.00 
Maestro 144FM $599.00 


(Maestro’s NEW Executive Series, the (Upgrade your Amiga 1200HD!!!) 
96M, 144M, 144FM - EXCELLENT!!) 


Please call to confirm current stocks. 
ALL Modems Austel Ary ed. sats of most hard drives accepted!! 
4 KOLO | Ul 03 Ky ANVE= I f= 10) (>) 


Blank Disks - 3.5 Zu 


"White Box’ (eox10) $7.00 


‘MegaMedia’ @ox 10) $10.00 
(High quality, Lifetime Warranty!!) 


84Mb 2.5" IDE $599.00 













And More... 






Swifty Mouse (Amiga) $45.00 
(3 Button Mouse - Top Quality!) 
KickBack ROM Switch $55.00 
(Switch from Keyboard!!! Best yet!) 
3.5" Disk Head Cleaner $8.00 


















Other Sizes/Densities... Call! 
AMIGA ONLY Specialists: 





Wanting Software? Call!!! 






900/A300° 


rd for A CALL 
Multif aera oxParalel- 
pdd 2% 


Call for enquiries/orders Ph: (07) 899-0980 
TRADING HOURS: Fax: (07) 847-1228 
Non; @otan-o800m BBS: (07) 395-7724 





Sunday 
Please call to book a time first! CASH C.O.D. 


Mail OrdeR Welcome! Credit Cards Fa) 








Don’t risk losing money - I'll always attempt to offer the best price... Put me to the test! 














THE 
COMMODORE 
NETWORK 
EXPERIENCE 


By 
Scott Roseboom 


Commodore Network, what is it I hear 

you say? Well, its a 64/ 128 
mag/newsletter (about 20 pages) that 
has 12 issues a year. Merchandising in 
the form of software like, Sid Master, 
Grafix Galore, Demo builders, Geo- 
packs, Disk Coverer and games. 
Commodore Network is the result of 
many peoples’ efforts but none more 
than Warren Naismith, Editor, 
Advertising-Subscriptions man and 
founder. The mag started in June last 
year and seems to be getting bigger, 
better and more informative. Today 9 
issues later it has 12 regular columnists 
writing monthly articles. These are -: 


1. EDITORIAL This is where 
Warren gets to strut his stuff. Anything 
from how it all began to B.B.S. link-up 
with a World of Commodore users. 


2. P.D. POWER All the Good, 
Bad and the ugly P.D. from all around 
the world. 


3. DEMO’S by David Stacey. 
Interested in the ’Scene’, this is 
for you. 


4. INTELLIGENT BASIC by Keith 
Moreton. Back to Basics here, Keith is 
building a program called ’Draken’s 
World’A game of hidden lots more. 


10.SHOWCASE 
sorts of Programs. 


Reviews on all 
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11.PROGRAMERS M.L. by Paul 
Dwerryhouse. Start programing your 
C64 in its natural language. 


12.LETTERS LINK by 
Commodore users all over OZ. Your 
right of reply. 


There’s much more, Club Link, 
Venturing Inn, Expanding Horizons, 
Kidz Komputing, Micro Mart and 
Feature stories as well. Also access to 
C64/128 retailers all over OZ. What 
more can I say, a great job. Now you 
can help by supporting this effort and 
subscribing to -: 


Commodore Network 
9Wadeson St 
Cobram Vic 3644 


3issues-$10.50 
6issues-$19.50 
12issues-$36.00 


Don’t be the one that says, "I don’t 
understand; why isn’t Fred giving me a 
copy of that newsletter anymore?", and 
then finding out that Newsletter has 
closed up shop because of lack of 
support and interest. Subscribe now, 
send in articles; support those that 
support you and your Commodore. By 
the way while you’re scratching 
around writing articles, don’t forget 
CURSOR. 


It’s time to consider contributing to 
"Cursor", it’s also time to consider giving 
a demonstration of your chosen expertise 


to other Club Members.....do it now. 
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Shortage 


If you want the 8-Bit section to 
flourish how about contributing 
something. 


This is a space filling exercise as ] 
have not enough material to make up a 


page. 


As published before all of the C64-128 
magazines and newsletters go to your 
sub-editor. How much material from 
them do you see in Cursor?. Not very 
much. 


It has been stated before that I have 
never owned a C64 or 128, therefore 
my expertise is limited, and I have to 
be careful that I am not jumped on for 
foot and mouth disease. 


Editing this Newsletter is a pretty 
thankless task, I have been questioned 
previously on some of the material that 
I have run in YOUR section of Cursor. 
I have asked for submissions to be in 
ASCII format that I can read on my 
Amiga, using Multidos I can read MS- 
DOS disks, but some of you still insist 
in sending me material that my system 
cannot READ so please if you cannot 
upload to the BBS then for heavens 
sake give it to your sub-editor Douglas 
Maclurkin to translate for me. 


I try to make YOUR section interesting 
but if I get nothing I am then limited to 
ACAR (Australian Commodore & 
Amiga Review) which I purchase!!! 


There is no malice in this, just 
frustration, so if you want YOUR own 
Section of Cursor then YOU had better 
contribute something that you wrote , 
heard of, or found in a magazine. Ed. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMODORE 
AND AMIGA REVIEW - 
February 1993 


Fron Owen James 


GEOS BBS ECHO 


Of interest to GEOS users is a new 
"echo’ (electronic discussion area) 
titled CBM-GEOS. At present, it is 
only distributed privately between 
several Bulletin Board Systems in the 
US, but if the popularity of it 
continues to increase we may even see 
it on Australian systems. 


New Floppy Drives 


The long awaited FD-Series disk 
drives from CBM are now available in 
Australia. The FD-2000 offers 1.6MB 
of storage space on a High Density 3.5 
inch disk, while its big brother, the 
FD-4000, boasts an amazing 3.2MB of 
storage when used with Enhanced 
Density Disks. For the record MS- 
DOS users have up to 2.88MB 
floppies, most MACs are 1.44MB, and 
current Amigas are still stuck with 
880Kb. Only the high end of the PC 
market can offer the 3.2 megabytes of 
floppy storage now available for our 
Cé64s 


The FD-Series drives are billed as the 
fastest floppy drive ever built for the 
C64 and 128, with speeds of up to 
20% faster than a 1581. On JiffyDOS 
systems an increase of up to 1200% 
can be achieved. 


Prices are $500 for the FD-2000 and 
$650 for the FD-4000 from Novo 
Computer Hardware, PO Box 237, 
Mayfield NSW 2304. 

Tel/Fax (049) 602 082 
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DEMONSTRATION 64-128 
6th April Workshop 


Lindsay Vardy will lecture on 


"FONTMASTER" This is a] 25 Fairleigh St., 


wordprocessor which allows access te 


a multitude of fonts (about 50) Windsor: 
awe 3rd Sunday of the 
Public Domain disks5.25" Single sided:$2.00 ea. 
Double sided: $3.00 ($3.00 p&p for up to 5 disks) Month 
Catalogue disks 5.25" for P.D or Library: $2.00 ea. Bis 
($2.00 p&p). lpm--4pm 


5.25" blank disks: $8.00 per 10 ($3.00 p&p). 


BOOKLETS 
Public Domain Instruction Book(C64): $5.00 ($2.00 Ro d W ats on 
p&p) : 
Starting with Disk Drives ( Paul Blair):$2.00 ($1.00 coordinator. 


p&p) 


; : $5.00 
Seba, Sound on the C64 (G. Perry): $5.0 Phone: 857 6 1 31 


Userware Wordprocessor 

THE WRITE STUFF 64 Huge selection of Public Domain 
(word processor), with Manual: $18.00. software and a C64 and printer 
V2. BB SPELLER 64 permanently set up. Magazine library 

(supplementsTWS64) $12.00. for the 64s operates. 

BB Talker 

(Write Stuff with speech synthesizer) $12.00. PLEASE NOTE: Activities that breach 
THE WRITE STUFF 128 Copyright on Commercial Software are 


( word processor) with Manual: $30.00. illegal, and will not be tolerated at 
V2 BB Speller 128 Meetings! 


(supplements TWS128) : $12.00. 


8 Bit HELP! COLUMN 


This is the HELP! column for users of C-64, C-128 and other 8-Bit computers. If you would like to share 
your experience in the fields of programming, software, hardware etc. with your fellow members, submit 
your name with your area of expertise to the editor. 














NAME: HELP OFFERED WITH: PHONE: 











Terry Baade Contact for M’borough/Hervey Bay Members (071)215059 
Doreen Horne Programming Problems & Disk Corruption 398 7441 

Ivor Laggan GEOS 273 4212 
Doug MacLurkin MicroSwift Spreadsheet, Basic 350 4034 

Vic Mobbs Contact for Sunshine Coast Members (074) 923 205 
Vic Mobbs SuperScript/Base 64/128, 1581 Disk Drives (074) 923 205 
Angus Norrie Simon’s Basic 371 2945 

Ron Rich H’ware Interfacing for Amat. Radio Prgms 355 2623 
Fred Turnidge Family Roots (genealogy), Write Stuff (063) 371 124 
Rod Watson Getting Started with the Commodore 857 6131 







These are private numbers, so only ring between the hours of 6pm and 9pm week nights. 
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A further batch of top Public Domain disks for you 
to copy for free at the Workshop Meeting or purchase 
as per the notice which appears elsewhere in this 
issue Of Cursor. These latest disks are TBAG, not the 
type you jiggle in your cup , but a wide range of 
programs from the TAMPA BAY AMIGA GROUP in Florida USA 





SI 3) 2 i, 


Beware TBAG is addictive and can lead to a state of exhaustion from over 
consumption. The CCUGQ accepts no responsibity for a members condition. 


TBAG 49 


PALINTSC Switch by Ed Mackey. 
This program is supposed to let you 
change between PAL and NTSC 
modes after your computer is already 
booted up. Unfortunately,the length of 
the WorkBench screen is not affected, 
but the display (number of scan lines) 
and timers are! the T, Version 1.2 Beta 
5 Tetris clone. 

FixDisk V1.2 FixDisk is a program to 
recover as much as possible from a 
defective disk. I don’t claim it is better 
than Diskdoctor or DiskSalv, but it 
has some features the others don’t 
have: It can recover damaged 
(unreadable) tracks. It has functions to 
checkfile integrity, to check the 
directory structure and functions to 
undelete, copy or show (even 
defective) files and fix corrupted 
directory pointers. 

SampleScanner by Steven Lagerweij. 
I wrote the Samplescanner so I could 
grab sounds from disks that are not 
DOS disks.Games often use (very 
nice) soundsamples, but these disks 
cannot be read byDOS so you cannot 
load a program that contains a sample 
into asamplerprogram. But with this 
program you can! 

Formatter 2.4a A floppy disk 
formatting program, written by Olaf 
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*Olsen’ Barthel of MXM. The standard 
*format’ command surely does a 
brilliant job, since it gets around with 
any device driver and partitions of any 
size. But which data media is 
formatted most oftenly? Floppy disks 
format hard wired to the Amiga 
computer) of course. ’Formatter 
2.4a’ was written to fit the niche for 
fast(er) and user friendlier floppy disk 
formatting programs. It also shows 
how to format file systems in general 
and how to get AmigaDOS to accept 
them. 

RRD A recoverable (and bootable) 
ram disk. Yes, another one! The 
difference between this and other PD 
RAM disks is that it supports up to 32 
units and can be auto-booted in 
Kickstart 1.3. 

Amortization Calculator V1.0 (C) 
1990 by James Mannion. Amo is short 
and sweet. Use it before you go out 
car or house shopping - jump in and 
play around with the numbers! That 
way you'll have THEM where you 
want them. The program can calculate 
the regular payment for a loan given 
Principal (Amount), Interest, and time 
(in Years and Payments per Year). It 
can calculate the time (in Years) 
required to pay a loan given Amount, 
Interest, and regular payment. And 
finally (you guess edit), it can 
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calculate the Amount to borrow given 
the payment, interest, and time. 
Schedule either to the printer or screen 
WITH an optional balloon payment 
number and an optional month to start 
the report. 
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FLIP Version 2.0 by Lars Eggert in 

May 1990 Ever had to switch between 
screens that had no back/front gadgets? 
Pressing’LeftAmiga’ and ’n’ or ’m’ 
often does not help. We need a 
program that can switch between 
screens at any time. Flip can be the 
solution. It has several remarkable 
features: Flip opens a small window 
on the screen we are currently 
working on. We just click on the 
arrow and the next screen appears. 
Flip opens its Window on our new 
screen and we can either switch again 
or stay here and terminate Flip. 

Remaplcon. A_ utility written by 
Olaf ’Olsen’ Barthel of MXM. 
Kickstart and Workbench 2.0 use a 
colour palette different from theolder 
1.2/1.3 palette. Black and white are 
swapped, causing Workbenchicons to 
look strange or ugly if exchanged 
between both systems. RemaplIcon 
reads the approriate icon files and 
changes all black pixels to white and 
the other way round. 

LibraryKiller - a small utility which 
removes libraries which aren't used 
any more. 

PCOPY. Pcopy was made to produce 
large amounts of different copies in 
busy environs. Like: People are 
talking to you and you are searching 
programs for them in databases. 
Others want information how to install 
some driver. You are copying PD and 
you have an arrears of two hours and 
people ask whether their disks are 
ready yet (that right Bob?). 


CURSOR 


PAGE 34 


Conquest Conquest is a war game 
similiar in concept to the board game 
Risk. You are the lord of an entire 
world, destined to rule the galaxy. 
Some worlds are virgin fruits, ready 
for you to colonize. Some worlds 
have natives who do not wish to accept 
your rule, these you must conquer for 
they will yield more valuable 
resources. As you claim the galaxy 
you will find, you are not the only one 
extending your dominion. This is a 
two-player game. Be prepared to 
defend yourself and take what is 
yours! 

P B ar. Are you (like me) tired of 
pattern in the windows drag-bar. If 
you are then here is a chance to 
change it. This is a small utility, which 
lets you draw a new pattern and the 
mask (stencil) put over it to show that 
the window is not active. 

WRegq. When Amiga is used without 
workbench or thru the serial port, it is 
ometimes necessary to get rid of the 
requester windows. There are lot of 
utilities that will disable the requesters 
from appearing, but using certain 
software may be inconvenient or 
Impossible without any kind of 
requesters.The requesting usually 
happens using the AutoRequest()- 
function of the Intuition library. By 
patching this function with WREQ 
program, you will get similar 
requesters as those in MS-DOS disk 
Operating system. Using WREQ affects 
to all the requesters that will appear 
after the WREQ is executed. If there is 
no interactive console for the process, 
the requester won’t appear. 
PCalender. Now you can easily find 
the relationship between a specific 
date and the day of week. This isa 
small calender program. It does 
nothing but display months. It opens a 
window in which it displays year and 
month and all the days of that months. 
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You can scroll through the years and 
months using the arrow keys. The left 
and right arrow-keys steps through 
the years. It currently works with the 
years 1700-2500 (Easily changed, 
look in the source-code). 

ColorCatch. Have you even needed 
to be able to change the colors of a 
screen in no time ?? (Some programs 
opens screens in dreadful colors). If 
you have, then you could use 
ColorCatch. ColorCatch lets you grab 
the colors (all 32) from the frontmost 
screen and save them to disk as an 
executable file, which, when it is run, 
puts the colors back onto the 
frontmost screen. 
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CHIP RIP 1MB. Well, here is 
another "Fatter Agnus" utility. This 
one scans CHIP RAM to allow you to 
view its contents, or save whatever 
you find as an IFF file. You can even 
load up your favorite demo or game, 
reset your machine, and THEN load up 
CHIP RIP to view or rip graphics. 
PrintStudio. The program PrintStudio 
is an all-purpose printer-utility with a 
verycomfortable graphic surface. Some 
of the capabilities of PrintStudio: - 
Hardcopies of IFF-Pictures (also 
HAM, EXTRA _HALFBRITE and 
OVERSCAN) - and much more. 
Mad Blanker. A different KIND of 
SCREEN blanker. Do you suffer from 
BLANK-SCREEN Paranoia ? Do you 
wonder WHAT goes on behind that 
veil of darkness which other screen 
blankers throw at you? This program 
DOES blank your screen BUT it 
allows you to see through to the screen 
RIGHT BEHIND!! 

STV - Simple Text Viewer v1.00a As 
the name implies, STV is a very 
simple text viewer. It does not: -- 
display ANSI codes -- use blitter text 
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for high-speed scrolling -- have word 
wrap or scroll horizontallyHowever, 
STV: -- has word search -- has the 
ability to read multiple documents -- 
runs from an icon (Workbench) -- runs 
on the Workbench or ANY custom 
screen -- allows you to specify its 
position and size -- accommodates 
both mouse and keyboard input -- 
works great with Workbench v2.0 (and 
v1.3) and all custom fonts. 
MemMeter. Displays a graphical 
representation of the amount of 
availablememory in your system. 
FAST and CHIP memory are 
distinguished by using the colors white 
and red respectively (assuming default 
preferences). The memory scale on the 
right side of the window will 
automatically adjust to the total 
amount of RAM installed in your 
computer. 
AreaCodeFinder. This simple utility 
was written for one simple reason. [ 
received a long list of BBS phone 
numbers, and I wanted to know where 
each of them were before I called. So I 
simply opened the phone book and 
started looking them up. It was then 
that I discovered that the area codes 
are in no order whatsoever, and this 
made it difficult and time consuming 
to do. So I decided to write a program 
to do it for me, since this is the kind of 
thing they are best at. (Note uses USA 
area codes). 


TBag 52 


The Banner Program V1.2 is a 
public domain banner printing 
program that uses standard Amiga 
fonts. It automatically selects the 
largest point size available for each 
font and expands it to the full width of 
the page. The Banner Program can 
print in color on a color printer or in 
greyscale on a black and white printer. 
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MEMLOOK II This program is a 
little tool to find graphics or other in 
your memory. You can start it from the 
Workbench or from CLI. 

PPAnim. This was written to 
complement one of my other utilities, 
PowerPacker (a command and data 
cruncher). It is used to play normal 
IFF ANIM #5 files or ANIM files 
crunched with PowerPacker. The 
decrunching is done automatically so 
the user does not have to know if a file 
is crunched or not. The ANIM #5 
format is used by most ANIM 
generating programs, including DPaint 
III and Videoscape 2.0. 

Wrap 1.32 This program was written 
So that I could wrap an image around a 
sphere or cylinder in Sculpt-Animate 
4D. WRAP has an advantage over true 
Surface mapping in that the image is 
made up of faces and can be 
manipulated as such to produce some 
really neat effects. 

KAL. When the Amiga first appeared 
on the computer market, it was 
Shipped with a neat graphics demo 
called "Polyscope." WatchME. 
Kaleidoscope does about the same 
thing as Polyscope, but it offers 70 
graphic effects - some aren’t all that 
much different, but their algorithms 
are different, anyway. Most of the 
effects use random numbers, so 
running the same effect twice probably 
won’t make the same pattern twice. 
WTF ("Window To Front") by 
Thomas Albers -- 30 Oct 1990. 
TicTacToe by Jonathan Potter This is 
a simple game of TicTacToe, written 
for fun and nothing else.It’s best run 
from the CLI, as you get more info 
there than from Workbench. 
Checkers. This is an Amiga version 
of the game Chinese Checkers. It 
works only in the six-player version of 

the game, with the effectthat one 
human player can take part in a Six- 
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way game involving five computer 
opponents. 
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ANIMInfo V1.0 - Animation 
information ANIMInfo is a utility that 
is used to extract certain information 
from a given animation. 

ANIMBuild V1.0 - Animation 
creation tool. ANIMBuild is a 
program that allows you to combine 
selected pictures into a standard 
OpCode 5 animation. 

IconView V. 1.0 Well...basicly it lets 
you view icons from the CLI/Shell. 
Why would you want to do this you 
ask? Err...well...[’m not sure exactly. 
I just thought itwould be nice to be 
able to view icons of programs before 
I deleted them.(certified workbench 
hater here) And maybe keep some of 
the nice ones to include on whatever 
disks I set up for others. 

Popup V1.0 A simple Breakout-style 
game for the Amiga. The game itself 
is not terribly exciting, as it is a Simple 
version of the ancient arcade game 
breakout’ 

Sea. Turn your Amiga into a bowl of 
friendly, frolicking, sea monkeys! 
Just type seamonkey n where n is 
between | and 32767, and you get just 
that many new little pals! Any 
keyboard key exits. 

ATOF. ATOF allows you to use the 
fonts of another disk. Enter the path 
(forexample df1:). If the path can’t be 
used , the screen will be highlighted. 
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ArchEdge. Helps vreate archives. 
Amiga Intuition Based Benchmarks 
(AIBB) A System Performance 
Evaluation Utility for the Commodore 
Amiga Release Version 3.0 This 
program’s primary purpose is to time- 
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test low-level performanceof an 
Amiga system, and compare the results 
with known figures for 3 other 
machines. 

Super View. IFF Display 

K C D ( Karsten Change Directory ) 
KCD is a program, that allows you to 
change comfortably into another 
directory within a shell. Every 
harddisk owner knows the problem, 
when he wants to change into 
another, little frequent subdirectory. 
He always has to remember the whole 
pathname and type it in correctly. 
Mostly he needs several tries until he 
is in the right directory. 
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Amigatration by Gabe Dalbec (c) 
1990. Amigatration is my adaption of 
Concentration. It willrun on any 
Amiga with at least 100K of Chip and 
50K of fast ram free (or 150K of 
Chip). 

TTutor. Two typing programs. In 
MegaDisc19 a reader enquired about 
the existence of a public domain 
typing tutor. As apparently there was 
none, I decided to take up the 
challenge and whip up a simple typing 
tutor. As the program turned out to be 
fairly short,I decided to do a second 
one. Both programs can easily be used 
by kids. In neither program do you 
need the mouse. (Why should you in a 
typing program?) 
ZoonilZeowiC heel 4.1 A floppy disk 
tracking and archiving utility - 
Zoom! performs much faster and 
compresses better than any other 
currently available disk archiving 
utility. - Zoom! recognizes about 66 
different viruses. - Zoom! has both an 
Intuition and a Shell interface. - 
Zoom! can be customized for your 
own needs. - Zoom! works with 
Kickstart 2.x! - Zoom! will also work 
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on Amiga computers equipped with 
an MC68020/30 microprocessor. No 
need to buy an extra version! 

Vibra. Well, this is a really strange 
program! One day, while walking 
along in the park next to this lovely 
river, I wondered about the rising and 
falling of the waves in the water. 
Mainly, if there were a simple way to 
Simulate them in a manner which 
would allow me to see them in in real 
time. Well, Vibra is a far cry from real 
water, but it allows you to see the 
dynamics involved. 

UP&Down. Connect 4 
AMIGAPET Welcome to AmigaPet 
2.52b.... The dot is back, and this time 
he has reinforcements! No longer 
must you run several pets at once! 
Please note that we now have the 
repetitve bounce fixed, so no more 
dots doing the same thing for three 
hours straight! 

SuperDuper. A disk copier/formatter 
that tries to be to disk handling what 
Mostra is to IFF displaying: a fast, 
compact, system-friendly tool which 
couples speed, features, and some bells 
and whistles to make your life easier. 
NIGHTMARE V1.0- 1990 Patrick 
Evans. A handy little program that 
uses “Shock"techniques to scare 
people. This is a fun one to watch 
while someon eelse is using your 
computer, as they will jump five feet 
out of theirseat, and make sure the 
volume is jammed waaaaay up! In the 
case you have heart trouble, you might 
as well know what the program does. 
Every five minutes, a picture of a skull 
is flashed for four fifths of a second, 
along with a nice loud echoing scream. 
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PWKEYS PWKeys is an input- 


handler that allows you to move 
windows and _ screens by pressing 
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keys on the keyboard (a lot faster than 
using the mouse). 

SETPWKEYS SetWKeys is an 
program that lets you define key- 
function bindings for use with the 
PW Keys program. So if you don’t use 
PWKeys then you won’t have any use 
for SetPWKeys. 

NoCare V1.5 This utility speeds up 
your windowing environment.The 
OpenWindow vector is patched. When 
someone tries to open a window in the 
workbench screen, the lower refreshbit 
in the nw_Flags field is cleared. This 
way, only NOCAREREFRESH 
windows will be opened, resulting in 
faster window movements. Windows 
Opened in custom screens are 
not affected. 

Wavemaker. Have you ever 
wondered how a flute and a trumpet 
can both play the samenote and sound 
So different? Wavemaker lets you 
cook up your own mixture of sound 
waves, see what itlooks like, and hear 
what it sounds like. Using the mouse 
to control themix and playing the 
keyboard like a piano, you can explore 
this world of sound. 

ColourKwik v1.01 ColourKwik is a 
Simple, easy to use program that 
allows theuser to modify the colours 
On any intuition based screen, andstore 
them for later use. 

MOUSE-XY This is a little utility 
that opens a little window in which it 
Shows the mouse coordinates and the 
color at that position. 

Pong Arena! This exciting game of 
yesteryear begins when you, the 
Ponger, selects whether you wish to 
play against a human, the computer, or 
play two humans against the computer. 
All three ways will further your skills 
as a world champion Ponger! 

INPUTLOCK InputLock is 
program intended as a help to Amiga- 
users who has cats other pets (or 
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children) that messes with the Amiga 
aS soon as you leave it for a second. It 
installes an input-handler which lets 
you lock the keyboard and mouse by 
pressing a few buttons. 

TD TD is a program that 
continuously monitors and displays 
the current track for each connected 
floppy disk. This program is 
functionally equivalent to 
*TrackDisplay’ by Olaf Barthel on 
Fish- disk 399 (Thanks Olaf). The 
main difference is the size and how it 
looks under WB2.0 (haven’t actually 
tried it yet). The ’TrackDisplay’ was 
written in C and is 3640 bytes. TD is is 
written in assembler and is only 1432 
bytes (on disk). 

Imploder. The Imploder allows you 
to reduce the size of executable files 
while letting them retain full 
functionality. There are other 
“crunchers" or "packers" available for 
the Amiga, but none are as mindful of 
the complexities of your Amiga system 
as the Imploder. In addition to this, its 
algorithms are more efficient, both in 
terms of speed, and size reduction. 

PICSAVER  PicSaver is a little 
utility that allows you to take 
snapshots of windows, screens or only 
part of screens and store them on disk 
as IFF-ILBM files which can then be 
used in almost any paint- program. 
Devstat lists all mounted devices in 3 
categories: The hardware devices: 
DFO: DHO: RAM: PRT: CON:...etc... 
and gives all useful paramaters of 
them if possible. (DosInfo, 
DeviceNode, FileSysStartupMsg and 
DosEnvironment extracted from the 
DOSLibrary structure). i 
Drivel FF is basically another driving 
simulator, yes, | know how common 
these are, so deduct 10 points now if 
you wish! But where driveIFF falls 
down as an over exploited idea it 
makes up with its ability to 
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incorporate IFF picture files as the 
courses you race over. The advantage 
is that you bypass all of those classic 
restrictions such as compromised 
speed for detail and track editors that 
limit you to using bits of geometrical 
road and genetically identical trees. 
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DISKMAGIC By Carl Stirland. 
Whenever a disk is inserted into DFO: 
through DF3: A window will open up 
and display a few simple things. 
ie. DRIVE: NAME: BYTES FREE: 
STATUS: Where....Drive: is DFO: etc. 
Name is the name of the disk in that 
drive.If there is No such drive or there 
is no disk in the drive then you will be 
informed. Bytes free is the Number of 
bytes free on the disk as opposed to the 
Blocks given with INFO which is 
much clearer. Status will tell you if the 
disk is write-protected (W/P). 

TIV is a very complete general 
purpose IFF viewer.It combines an 
ILBM picture viewer, ANIM Op5 
animation player, and 8SVX sampled 
sound player all in one hopefully 
convenient program. TIV can be run 
from CLI or from WorkBench, with 
many different options available in 
either environment. 

Arq, abreviation for -- well, I forgot -- 
, 1S a little utility to improve the look 
and feel of system requesters under 
AmigaOS 2.0. Or, as Peter put it: "If 
you were ever uSed to those really 
professional Custom-Requesters for 
KS 1.3 from mjl, you were missing 
those under AmigaOS-2. Well -- here 
they are!" 

Wheeling for Millions allows you to 
Create, store information, analyze, 
and wheel lotto systems for the 
MAXIMUM mathmatical 
probability of winning at your 
particular lotto system. This is a 
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DEMO version ONLY. The program 
has been restricted to allow only 25 
entries of lotto numbers. 
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Module Master is a music module 
player that supports many of the 
popular module formats. It will run 
from Workbench or CLI. and 
multitasks well with most programs 
So you can play music in the 
background. It was designed to be easy 
to operate and yet still have many 
good features. 
ScreenMod is a small utility proor 
that was developed primarity, to 
change the position of a custom screen 
opened by another program. Some 
PAL utilities open their screens so low 
that most of the gadgets are 
unreachable by the mouse. Using a 
PAL-BOOT program doesn’t always 
helpthe situation. Not everybody is 
able to permanently alter someone’s 
executable code (especially if it’s 
compressed in some form or another) 
and that is why ScreenMod came to 
life. ScreenMod allows you to change 
several parameters of any screen that 
has been opened. You can change the 
TOPEDGE parameter, and the 
LEFTEDGE parameter (although at 
the time of writing, changing the 
LEFTEDGE parameter of a screen has 
no effect since the operating system 
does not support it yet, but someday 
...). You can even manipulate the 
display modes, such as HAM and 
HIRES, and adjust the palette of any 
screen -- even if it normally does not 
allow this. 

ScreenSet is a companion program to 
ScreenMod. It takes a file written by 
ScreenMod and puts any changes to a 
screen into effect. It works by looking 
for a screen title that matches one in 
the file, and it also checks the WIDTH 
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and the HEIGHT to make sure it has 
the right screen. It’s great for 
modifying the position of a screen, or 
the colors within it. Once a file has 
written, the process of making these 
changes is completely automated. 
ClockTick - A simple hack that 
makes any busy pointer that matches 
the Kickstart 2.0 clock pointer 
move its hands. 
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hdIns is an Amiga executable that 
Outputs a ’random’ headline 
reminiscent of those of National 
Enquirer and other rags. The program 
was inspired by a database which 
appeared on the net some time ago. I 
never Saw a driver program for it, so I 
wrote my own. Heck, let it be public 
domain. I sure ain’t gonna get rich 
from something like this! 
INTERFERON .. is a game, basically 
a variation on Tetris, but you must 
match up colors to destroy the "bugs" 
On the screen. It uses 16 colors and 
has sounds, but is still pretty fast (at 
least for me). All this in a mere 88K, 
plus or minus 200K of chip. 

Drive Optimizer: This program will 
Optimize floppy disks, hard disks, and 
ram disks (i.e. RAD). It is designed to 
provide for the safest optimization of 
your disks. It moves one disk block at 
atime to ensure this. So it will be 
Slower than other optimizers which 
usually move whole tracks at a time. 
One Meg should take about six 
minutes to optimize on a hard disk 
that uses a Supra WordSync. The 
program does multitask, but do not 
use programs which will access the 
disk during the optimization or its 
crash city. 

PicBase is a program that allows the 
user to organize and manage all IFF 
images and brushes stored on disk. 


CURSOR 


PAGE 40 


The program displays a miniature 
monochrome (8 or 16 level) image of 
each file, with information such as the 
full pathname, the creation date, file 
size, image size and depth, display 
mode (LACE, HAM, etc.), and filenote 
(comment). 

MightyMouse - a mouse utility 
Calendar 1.1 This is basically a quick 
screen hack to keep me from straining 
my neck trying to see the wall calendar 
in the next room. When you 
doubleclick on the Cal icon, a 
rectangular window will appear with 
the currentmonth in it, and the current 
day in a different color. 
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CONNEX is Connect-4 with a twist 
you can optionally play to lose! Try to 
get/avoid 4 in a line in any direction by 
dropping your pieces in the columns. 

CpuBlit makes your 68020/68030- 
equipped Amiga scroll text about twice 
as fast as before. You can quickly try it 
out as follows. Run CpuBlit (make 
sure you have the cache enabled). Now 
try Typing a file ina CLI window. 
Look at the speed. Change the text 
colour to colour 3. Type the file again. 
Look at the lack of flicker on the text 
as it scrolls. Nice, eh? If you have 
Workbench 2.0, you can install 
CpuBlit permanently. 

Powerpacker Patcher. Ever got 
tired of having to use PPMore or 
equivalent to view all those 
Powerpacked datafiles you have 
scattered everywhere? Or maybe 
PPMore doesn’t do exactly what you 
want? Well, this program should 
solve your problem. It makes 
PowerPacker datafiles look completely 
like normal files. In fact, there is now 
not one thing you can do with normal 
files, which you cannot do with 
PowerPackerfiles. 
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SysInfo V2.22 

Wordsearch Generator. This is an 
automated wordsearch generator which 
Supports puzzle sizes limitted (by 
defines) to 1000X1000 and up to 50 
words. 

bBase is a full-featured, intuitionized, 
fast and, I think you will agree,a quite 
easy to use database program. What it 
does is store, sort, sift,and search for 
information. 

Screen Jaeger - Scan memory to 
locate screens (that may have been 
from a program from which you have 
rebooted) and save them as IFF files. 
OneKey 36.11 by Carolyn Scheppner 
(CATS) OneKey is a 1.3/2.0 
compatible input handler for people 
who can only Copyright 1991 L&V 
Productions Public Domain 
SHADOWMAKER Version 1.2 
SHADOWMAKER. Are you forever 
creating Video shadows for your letters 
in DPAINT(tm) Do you need 
consistent professional antialiased 
FONT generation across all of the 
packages you use in your production 
work? SHADOWMAKER is an 
Intuition based Font shadow generator. 
In seconds you can convert your 
favourite Fonts into ColorFonts with 
Professional Video Shadows and 
Antialiasing built right in! ColorFonts 
are now BUILT IN to Workbench 2.0. 
All of your favouritecompatible 
programs can now share the same 
Professional video shadows and 
antialiasing. THIS IS A Restricted 
version of a commercial program. The 
Font SAVE size is RESTRICTED to 
39 points and under. You may load any 
Font up to 99 points for preview 
mode. All SHADOWMAKER 
functions are enabled making this a 
complete and fully working program. 
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BIZCALC V1.2 Another mortgage 
calculator 

Bootgen. With Bootgen you are able 
to install a Bootmenu to a Disk. With 
this menu you can choose a Program 
by inserting the Disk in the Bootdrive. 
After loading (max 2 seconds) you can 
choose ten programs from the Menu. 

Dos-Manager. You can copy, delete, 
view, Show as pictures, play as 
samples, execute, rename, ... , files 
with this program. 

View V1.3 - ANIM/ILBM Viewer. 
View is a program that allows you to 
view all ANIM opcode 5 or 6 
animations and all ILBM IFF format 
pictures. 

ANSI Master was designed for the 
purpose of creating and editing ANSI 
Messages. If you operate a BBS or use 
a BBS that supports ANSI codes, 
ANSI Master is ideal for creating 
displays and possibly menus if the 
program will allow ANSI menus. 

RPN is a computer program that 
simulates, on the AMIGA screen, a 
Hewlett-Packard pocket computer. 
BootPic. Do you belong to the group 
of people who think the 
Workbench-hand that appears after 
every reset to be boring? Then 
BootPic is the right thing for you. It 
allows you to load (nearly) any IFF- 
ILBM-picture instead of the hand. 
(Overscan, HAM, Halfbright, etc.) 
TREXX. This program exists because 
I had a need to create ARexx scripts to 
control my Video Toaster, yet I 
dreaded having to load up Cygnus Ed 
and painstakingly craft them each time. 
It occured to me_ that a nice Intuition 
interface that looked JUST LIKE the 
Toaster’s interface would be the 
optimal solution to my dilemma. Thus 
TRexx was born. 
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software, that enables you to create 
fancy, full sized, colored labels for 
3.5" floppy diskettes. Especially on 
fanfold blank labels, this package will 
produce almost perfect results. 

VirusChecker V5.27 
RMBShift makes it possible to select 
multiple icons on the workbench 
without having to press a SHIFT-key. 
Just select the first icon with the left 
mousebutton (LMB), keep the button 
pressed, then press the right mouse- 
button (RMB) and hold it. Now you 
can release the LBM and select more 
icons the usual way just as if you were 
using anormal SHIFT-key. 

TG-Eyes. An "eye" program? 

View V3.2 - ANIM/ILBM Viewer. 
View is a program that allows you to 
view all ANIM opcode 5 or 6 
animations and all ILBM IFF format 
ShortCut. One thing that always 
annoys me is having to step through 
hundreds of directories just to get to 
the program that I want, especially 
when it’s a program that I use a lot. 
This program, especially useful for 
hard drive owners, was written to ease 
such problems by giving the user a 
menu of often-used programs to select 
from, at which point a command 
Sequence will be executed.Each menu 
item includes a Right-Amiga key 
Short-cut and up to 24 menu items can 
be included. 

IntuiFace. Only PkAZip has got a 
Intuition interface for simple use. All 
the other archive programs must be 
directed by CLI-commands. 
IntuiFacegives you a Intuition interface 
for the other three archive programs 
(Arc, Zoo and LhArc)! Of course, the 
programs Arc, Zoo and LhArc are not 
included inIntuiFace. IntuiFace is only 
an interface between the archive 
program and the use to make it very 


simple for the user to create and extrac 
tarchives 
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LISTINGS 
810 - 340 





Here is a further listing of the ever 
popular Fred Fish disks, as usual they are 
available for copying free to members at 
Workshop meetings along with the other 
5000 odd PD Disks that are contained in 
the PD Library. 


They are also available by mail as per the 
notice which appears in "Noticeboard" 
this issue of Cursor. 


Please remember that because the listing 
appears in Cursor it does not necessarily 
mean that the disks are in the PD Library. 
So if the PD Librarian says that they are 
not available, rest assured that they will 
not be far away. 


To save repetitive questioning I have 
asked the PD Librarians to display a sign 
listing "TOP FISH AVAILABLE". 


Now - once again comes the commercial, 
if you discover a program in the PD 
Library that you feel could be of benefit 
to other club members, why not use your 
magnificent electronic box to inform 
them. A report or review should not be 
above any member, so rearrange the 
letters of the alphabet and slip me a disk 
with your deliberations. As a reward it 
will be printed in Cursor under your 
name. 


42 APRIL 1993 





CONTENTS OF DISK 810 


Amiga EAn Amiga 

specific E compiler. Eis a 
powerful and flexible 
procedural programming 
language and Amiga E a 
very fast compiler for it, with 
features such as compilation 
speed of 20000 lines/minute 
on a 7 Mz amiga, inline 
assembler and linker 
integrated into compiler, 
large set of integrated 
functions, module concept 
with 2.04 includes as 
modules, flexible type- 
system, quoted expressions, 
immediate and typed lists, 
low level polymorphism, 
exception handling and 
much, more. Written in 
Assembly and E. Version 
2.1, public domain, includes 
partial sources. Author: 
Wouter van Oortmerssen 
















MakeDMake An 
automated DMake file 
generator. You give it the 
names of all the C-files used 
to produce your executable 
(except #include’d .c or .h 
files), and it will 
automatically scan them to 
find all dependencies, and 
produce a ready to use (in 
many cases) DMakeFile 
calling DCC with options 
you will need for normal 
compilation and linking. 
Version 0.19, an update to 
version 0.15 on disk 789. 
Includes source. Author: 
Piotr Obminski, from 
Original code by Tim 
McGrath 










PrintManager A printer 
spooler for AmigaDOS 2.0 
or later. Works with all 
programs, whether they use 
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the parallel or serial device, 


use PRT: or the printer 


device directly, are printing 
text or graphics, and has an 
Intuition interface. Version 
1.0, binary only. Author: 
Nicola Salmoria 


Snake An 
updated version of the old 
computer game which lives 
in a Workbench window. 
You control a "snake" which 
grows by eating "frogs" and 
avoiding obstacles. Requires 
AmigaDOS 2.0. C source 
included. Author: Michael 
Warner 


StarClock StarClock 
displays time, date and 
stardate of the popular TV 
series Star Trek in a small 
window on the right hand 
side of the workbench 
screen. StarClock is a 
commodity. Requires OS 
2.0 or greater. Version 1.01, 
binary only. Author: 
Michael Laurent, Volker 
Goehrke 












TimeKeeper A program 
that restores system time 
after resets. This is 
accomplished by storing the 
current time in a resident 
structure at regular intervals 
and restoring it at reboot. 
Useful for Amigas that don’t 
have a battery backed up 
clock. Requires KickStart 
2.0 or higher. Version 1.0, 
includes source in C. Author: 
Mattias Moltkesson 
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bsh A powerful 
advanced shell and 
interpretive programming 
language. Runs on 
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This is powerpacker.library 
meeting gadtools.library: A 


compressing any text or data 


















AmigaDOS 1.2 AmigaDOS 
2.1. Major features include 
command history, command 
line editing, command 
substitution, redirection and 
piping, redirection of 
standard error file, 
concurrent piping for 
external commands, here 
documents, aliases, file name 
completion using wildcards 
G’ A ger 2 ) a wpimttert 
permutations, variables. 
Version 0.98, shareware, 
binary only. Author: Gary 
Brant 


























MagicNoises A MED 
module package including: 
Happy Hour, Magic Voices, 
Take it slow, Terminator II. 
Author: Lars Rv_iger 






















WhiteLion A new 
Othello (Reversi) playing 
program. Strong and fast, it 
explains the rules and plays 
different strategies 
depending on the selected 
level. Supports interLaced 
resolutions. Version 1.2_FD, 
english and german 
executables. ShareWare, C 
sources and special version 
available when registering. 
Author: Martin Grote 
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The 
Powerpacker Mini Clone. 










small utility, useful for 






file. This is version 1.2b, an 
update to version 1.1 on disk 
751Many enhancements, 
including a complete Shell 
interface, hypertext 
documentation, a brand new 
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Checks your disk and 
memory for known link 
viruses, and can also detect 
known bootblock viruses in 
memory. Version 1.7, an 
update to version 1.6a on 
disk 767. Shareware, binary 
only. Author: Matthias Gutt 















InspireDemo Demo 
version of a new, easy to use, 
AmigaDOS 2.0 text editor. 
The demo is the same as the 
registered version, except 
that save and print are 
disabled in the demo. 
Inspire uses the new features 
of AmigaDOS 2.0 
extensively, including using 
the ASL requester for font 
and file selection, and the 
gadtools library for 
Standardized gadgets. 
Version 1.2, binary only. 
Author: Josh Van Abrahams 


ShuffleRun A game for 
two players. Try to collect 
















player. A level editor is 
implemented. 300 levels are 
included, 100 can be edited. 
Version 1.0, freeware, 
includes source. Author: 
Benjamin (Pink) Stegemann 
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A small game 
for one or two players. Find 
three chests of gold in a 
computer generated maze. 
Version 1.0, freeware, 
includes source. Author: 
Benjamin (Pink) Stegemann 













Look A powerful 
program for creating and 
showing disk magazines. 
Supports IFF pictures, IFF 
brushes, ANSI, fonts, 
PowerPacker, and many 
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more features. Programmed 











more points than the other 
























in assembly language to be 
small and fast. German 
language only. Version 1.6, 
an update to version 1.5 on 
disk 808. Shareware, binary 
only. Author: Andri Voget. 


Revenge 
the Blob, an animated 
interpretation using Bill 
Watterson’s original cartoon 
strip character "Calvin". 
Tells the story of Calvin’s 
encounter with his mother’s 
food, and how the dreaded 
tapioca monster gets back at 
Calvin for turning his nose 
up at it. Version, 1.0. 
Author: David Wiles 


CTimer A pair of 
programs for use with Sys1.3 
and Sys2. CTimer will 
measure the execution time 
of any seciion of code from a 
complete program down to a 
single line. Freeware, 
includes source. Author: 
Chas A. Wyndham 


A keymap 


EditKeys 
editor. Supports editing of 
string, dead and modifiable 
keys, as well as control of 
repeatable and capsable 
status of each key. Runs 


equally well under 
AmigaDOS 1.3 or 2.0. This 
is version 1.3, an update to 
version 1.2 on disk 642. 
Binary only. Author: David 
Kinder 


Hextract A complete 
header file reference. 
Definitions, structures, 
structure members and 
offsets, flag values, library 
contents, function 
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Revenge of 































and uses the reqtools.library 


















definitions, registers, library 
offsets, prototypes, and 
pragmas. The data from a 
set of V2.x Amiga and 
Lattice’ header: filéeswis 
included and packed for 
immediate reference by 
Hextract. Version 1.3, an 
update to version 1.2 on disk 
726. Freeware, includes 
partial source. Author: Chas 
A. Wyndham 

















Install A replacement 
for the AmigaDOS Install 
command, with an Intuition 
front end. This is version 
1.2, an update to version 1.1 
on disk 643. Includes source 
in assembly. Author: David 
Kinder 


















S-Text Turns texts into 
completely self-contained, 
self-displaying compressed 
files callable from 
Workbench ora CLI. S- 
Texts will save disk space 
and can be transferred from 
disk to disk without having 
to think about reader and 
decompression 
compatibility. Version 1.2, 
an update to version 1.1 on 
disk 760. Freeware, binary 
only. Author: Chas A. 
Wyndham 
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LoadLibrary Another 
LoadLib program, but this 
version runs in it’s own task, 







for multiselection and other 
user friendly file handling. 
All installed LoadLib 
libraries can also be removed 
from the system. Supports 
the locale.library and Amiga- 
Guide. Version 2.52 an 
update to version 2.52 on 
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Reichert 







disk 743. Freeware, binary 
only. Author: Nils ’Jon’ 
Gvrs 


reports, and fast sorting and 
searching. Files are quickly 
and easily defined, and fields 
can be added, changed, or 
deleted at any time. Version 
1.2, shareware, binary only 
Author: Alan Wigginton 

















MemoMaster A program 
that warns you about events 
(like birthdays and 
anniversaries) as they 
approach. Version 2, 
includes source. Author: 
Jeff Flynn 


























TankHunter A simple 
action game for two players. 
Destroy the tank of your 
opponent. 50 levels are 
included. You can choose 
between sound effects or a 
background song. Version 
1.0, freeware, includes 
source. Author: Benjamin 
(Pink) Stegemann 















































SysInfo A program 
which reports interesting 
information about the 
configuration of your 
machine, including some 
speed comparisons with 
other configurations, 
versions of the OS software, 
etc. Lots of new 
enhancements including 
information on devices, 
resources and ports, and 
graphical speed 
comparisons. This is version 
3.11, an update to version 
3.01 on disk 758. Binary 
only. Author: Nic Wilson 












OctaMEDPlayer 
Standalone player program 
for playing songs made with 
OctaMED. Can load 
sng+samples-format and 
MMD0O/MMD1-modules 
made with MED V2.10 or 
later, or any version of 
OctaMED. Can play 
standard four channel Amiga 
songs, MIDI songs, 5 to 8 
channel OctaMED songs, 
and multi-modules. Has a 
nice 2.0 look and works fine 
under 2.0 as well as 1.3. 
Version 4.04, an update to 
version 3.00 on disk 688. 
Binary only. Author: Teijo 
Kinnunen and 
AMIGANUTS UNITED 

















UUCoderWindow An 
intuition user interface for 
the CLI commands 
UUEncodeX and 
UUDecodeX, written by 
Michel Bekke. Requires 
AmigaDOS 2.x. Version 
1.0, freeware, binary only. 
Author: Nils Jon’ Gvrs 






































WatchStack A program 
that monitors the stack of 
any selected task or process 
50 (PAL)/60 (NTSC) times 
per second and reports the 


VirusZ A virus detector 
that recognizes over 500 
bootblocks (200 boot 
viruses) and over 95 file 
allocated stack, maximum viruses. The filechecker can 
Stack usage and current stack] CONTENTS OF DISK 820 |also decrunch files for 
used. This program is a clone| -------------------- testing. The memory 
to StackWatch, disk 494, but checker removes all known 
proved amlittle ‘bit. viruses from memory 
Requires AmigaOS 2.0. without "Guru Meditation’ 
Version 2.02, binary only. and checks memory for 
Author: Brian Ipsen viruses regularly. VirusZ 
has easy to use intuitionized 
menus including keycuts for 
both beginners and 
experienced users. VirusZ 
performs a self-test on every 
startup to prevent link virus 
infection. Written entirely in 
assembly language and 
operates with Kickstart 
1.2/1.3, OS 2.0 and OS 3.0. 
Version 3.00, an update to 
version 2.27 on disk 786. 
Shareware, binary only. 
Author: Georg Hvrmann 





































Databench Databench is 
a new low-cost Database 
with some nice features like 
fast search, filter, password, 
import/export and more. 
Includes both English and 
German versions. Demo 
version only, binary only. 
Author: Eric Hambuch / 
APC&TCP Vertrieb 
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JukeBox A program to 
play compact digitial audio 
discs by emulating a 
graphical user interface 
Similar to common CD 
players. It provides a 
command line oriented, fully 
programmable ARexx user 
interface, as well. Version 
1.2522, shareware, binary 
only. Author: Franz-Josef 





















QuickFile A flexible, fast 
and easy to use flat file 
database using random 
access with intelligent 
buffering to minimise disk 
access, multiple indexes for 
fast access to records, form 
and list style screens and 
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user interface. This is 
version 1.25 an update to 
version 1.0 on disk 761. 
Removed some enforcer hits 
and is now font independent. 
Requires AmigaDOS 2.04 or 
higher. Freeware, binary 
only. Author: Hans-Peter 
Guenther 


and selections after each 
field. The number of entries 
depends only on the free 
memory. Has a lot of print 
options including a print to 
screen function. Has a full 
online help system. Includes 
both German and English 
versions. Is font 
independent and has been 
tested under 2.04 and 3.0. 
Requires AmigaDOS 2.04 or 
higher. This is version 1.52, 
freeware, binary only. 
Author: Hans-Peter 
Guenther 











CloseWDA tool which 
enables you to kill windows 
which are left on any screen 
from other programs, which 
have been terminated by 
gurus or other things. This 
is version 2.11 an update to 
version 1.2 on disk 742. 
Removed some enforcer hits 
and is now font independent. 
Requires AmigaDOS 2.04 or 
higher. Freeware, binary 
only. Author: Hans-Peter 
Guenther 

























AskReqThis is another 
batchfile requester. It 
displays a message and 
prompts the user for a string 
or optionally for a number. It 
may be also used to request a 
choice between the specified 
gadgets. Has a lot of CLI 
options. Requires 
AmigaDOS 2.04 or higher. 
This is version 1.00, 
freeware, binary only. 
Author: Hans-Peter 
Guenther 












FRequest FRequest is a 

handy program which lets 
you select a file by using the 
ASL file requester and 
executes a CLI command 
with the given selection. 
FRequest can be easily used 
in batch files and has a lot of 
options. You can use it as an 
frontend for any program 
which does not directly 
support filerequester 
selections. It exchanges ’[]’ 
in the specified command 
line with the selection. It has 
a debug ability for testing of 
options before execution. 
This is version 1.55, an 
update to version 1.5 on disk 
743. It now supports 
multiple file selections and 
the save filerequester option. 
Requires AmigaDOS 2.04 or 
higher. Freeware, binary 
only. Author: Hans-Peter 
Guenther 






















AskVersion This litt 
program can be used to 
check whether you are 
running under AmigaDOS 
1.3 or AmigaDOS 2.04. You 
can put it into your startup- 
sequence to execute a 1.3 
bootup script. This is 
version 0.01, public domain, 
includes source. Author: 
Hans-Peter Guenther 




















AztecErr A Manx quickfix 
support program. If you use 
the quickfix option of 
AztecC version 5.xx, you 
can set CCEDIT to this 
program. It opens a window 
which displays all errors one 
after another. It also has an 
ARexx port and a gadtools|} PickFileA random 
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Utilities. 














































generated executor. It uses a 
file, or optionally a directory, 
to start the given 
commandline which the 
selection. Can be easily used 
for slideshows, wbpattern, 
font, wbpicture changes. 
Any []‘s will be exchanged 
with the selection. Includes 


examples. 


Requires 


AmigaDOS 2.04 or higher. 


Author: 
Guenther 


DiskTest 


This is version 1.00, 
freeware, binary only. 
Hans-Peter 







A utility to test 
the integrity of floppy and 
hard disks, ala Norton 
This is version 
2.03, an update to version 


1.18 on disk 663. New 


features include a completely 
revised GUI, implemented 
with a text scroller. Requires 
AmigaDOS 2.04 or later. 
Public domain, includes 
source. Author: 
Loreti 


Maurizio 





PostAn excellent PostScript 
interpreter for the Amiga 
which implements the full 
Adobe language. Supports 
type 1 and type 3 fonts, 
screen output, file output, 
and printer output. This is 
version 1.86enh, an update to 
version 1.7 on disk 669. In 
this enhanced version all 
AmigaDOS bn. 3 
compatibility has been 
removed to facilitate a better, 
more consistent user 
interface using GadTools 
menus and GadTools 
gadgets, full support for and 
use of ASL file requesters 
has been added, many bugs 
have been fixed, and the 
source has been upgraded to 
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SubscriptionsCurrently available through CCUGQ 


This is the ORIGINAL Disk Magazine for the AMIGA 
Subscribe Now!! 






Megadisc is a treasure trove of information for the Amiga User 
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